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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at the Hilton Garden Inn, 11460 West Hilton
Way, Avondal e, Arizona, commencing at 1:04 p.m on the

21st day of June, 2021.

BEFORE: THOMAS K. CHENAL, Chairman

ZACHARY BRANUM Arizona Corporation Conm ssion (Vvia
vi deoconf er ence)

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
JOHN RIGE NS, Arizona Departnment of Water Resources
JAMVES PALMER, Agriculture Interests

MARY HAMAMAY, Incorporated Cities and Towns

RI CK GRI NNELL, Counties (via videoconference)

KARL GENTLES, General Public (via videoconference)
JACK HAENI CHEN, Ceneral Public

PATRI CI A NOLAND, Ceneral Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

MOYES SELLERS & HENDRI CKS LTD.
By M. Jason Myes
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Suite 1100

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

For Intervenor Ellwod Land Hol di ngs, LLC:

OSBORN MALEDQON, P. A.

By Ms. Meghan H. G abel
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CHWN. CHENAL: Good afternoon, everyone. This
is the time set for the beginning of the hearing on the
RE Papago application.

My nanme is Tom Chenal, Chairman of the Power
Pl ant and Transnission Line Siting Commttee.

May | have a roll call first, starting with
Menmber Nol and, please.

MEMBER NOLAND: Patricia Noland appearing on
behal f of the public.

MEMBER HAMMY: Mary Hammay representing cities
and towns.

MR. DRAGO. Len Drago representing Arizona
Departnent of Environnental Quality.

MEMBER PALER: Jim Pal mer representing
agricul ture.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Jack Haeni chen representing
t he public.

MR RIGANS: John Riggins representing the
Arizona Departnent of WAter Resources.

CHWN. CHENAL: You're on nute.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Sone people |ike nme better

mut ed.
Rick Ginnell representing the counties.
Can you hear ne?
CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440

www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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MEMBER GRI NNELL: Okay.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

And we have one nore Menber appearing
virtually.

MEMBER BRANUM  Zachary Branumwi th the Arizona
Cor poration Comm ssion. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

Al right. My we have appearances, please.

MR. MOYES: Good afternoon, Chairman. M/ nanme
Is Jason Moyes with the law firm of Myes Sellers &
Hendri cks here representing the applicant, RE Papago LLC

CHWN. CHENAL: Ms. G abel.

MS. GRABEL: Meghan Grabel of Osborn Mal edon on
behal f of intervenor Ellwod Land Hol di ngs, LLC.

CHWN. CHENAL: Very good.

So let's talk about a couple things first.
This hearing will probably take -- it mght conclude by
tonorrow, certainly conclude by Wednesday.

There will be no tours. W'I|l have a flyover.
| still think it's not appropriate to have a tour as we
normal ly do, and | made that clear to the applicant.

W'l | take breaks every 90 m nutes for
everyone. It used to be for the court reporter, but |
can tell you it helps ne too fromtine to tine.

The first issue we should deal with is the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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i ssue of intervention, which | don't believe is of right
in this case.

Ms. Grabel, if you want to kind of explain who
you represent and the reason you're seeking intervention,
and we' Il deal with that.

M5. GRABEL: Certainly, Chairman. Thank you
very nuch.

My client, Ellwood Land Hol di ngs, had anot her
I nterconnection project that it's devel oping that al so
seeks interconnection to Del aney. As you know because
you have so many of these projects com ng before you
suddenly, it's a rather congested area with a | ot of
projects being built in that region.

And ny client is interested in this matter
sinply because we want to ensure, A that the route
chosen doesn't interfere with their route and, second,
that they're able to find a cost-effective route given
where this project is being sited.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. So is there any
di scussion regarding the issue of intervention by
Ms. Grabel's client?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: If not, may | have a notion,
pl ease.

MEMBER PALMER: | nopve to accept the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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i ntervention by Ellwod -- Ellwood, LLC

MEMBER HAMMY:  Second.

CHWN. CHENAL: We have a notion and a second.

Any further discussion?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: If not, all in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN. CHENAL: All right. Thank you.

| should ask if the applicant has any
obj ecti on.

MR. MOYES: No, Your Honor -- M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: | knew the answer to that.

Ckay. Al right. M understandi ng, again, we
al ways have neetings prior to this hearing. W have a
prefiling neeting where | neet with the applicant and we
di scuss the project. And then after the application is
filed, I neet again just before the hearing, and we go
over procedural issues. And there were no procedural
issues in this case. And | understand that the testinony
and exhi bits have been exchanged anong the applicant and
the intervenor.

So are there any natters the Commttee woul d
li ke to discuss before we start the opening statenent
fromthe applicant and the intervenor?

(No response.)

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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CHW. CHENAL: |I'mlooking at the roster, and I
don't see any.

So, with that, M. Myes, if you would like to
take a few m nutes to nake your open statenent, and then
we'll have Ms. Grabel follow

MR. MOYES: Thank you, Chairman For eman.

Good afternoon to you, M. Chairman and to al
of you Menmbers. |It's a pleasure for ne to be here today
representing a project that I'mvery proud to be a part
of .

My first experience with these line siting
matters began in 2014 with the Sun Streans case, back
when Judge Foreman was the Chairman. It's been a few
years, but | believe the |last one of these that | did nay
have been Chairman Chenal's first or one of his first as
the new chairman with the Wiite Wng project in 2016.

We wish to express all of our appreciation for
Chai rman Chenal's service to this Commttee and to each
one of you Commttee Menbers for being here today. W
understand that you have separate jobs and |lives and
responsibilities, so we thank you for taking tine out of
your busy schedules to help us with this project.

Most of my 16 years of practice have not been
in courtroons, so |l wll be the first to admt to you
that the formalities of civil procedure aren't

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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necessarily ny strong point. So | appreciate the
pati ence and tutelage of Chairman Chenal in that regard.

W' ve worked very hard to organize this case
for you today in an efficient and cl ean nanner to
hopefully provide the appropriate record to support a
decision that grants the CEC for the RE Papago project.

| want to first introduce you to sone of our
team nenbers who will not be testifying. And I'Il have
each of you stand up or wave your hand so the Conmttee
can get an idea of who you are

First, tonmy right, is ny paralegal, M. Julie
Larsen. She's been a lifesaver for ne, junping into her
first-ever CEC proceedi ng here.

In the back, we have Brian Parker from Transcon
Envi ronmental. Brian serves as the | ead project manager
for Transcon. He's worked tirelessly not only for the
coordi nation of all of the environnmental due diligence
for this project but all of the logistical details that
you see in front of you today with the hotel and
everything else and all the technology that we're able to
t ake advantage of today.

Hel pi ng Brian in the background and assi sting
all of us, again, with this technol ogy and our
presentations are sone additional team nenbers from
Transcon.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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We have Stacey. | guess Stacey may have
stepped out. OCh, no, there you are, Stacey. W have
Stacey -- if | don't butcher your |ast nane --

M kul ovsky.

And also Crystal Arthur is here from Transcon
hel ping in the background.

Al so seated in the back with Brian and Stacey
is Christy Herron from Recurrent Energy. She is the
permtting manager for Recurrent.

["I'l now introduce our w tnesses, who you'l
actual ly be hearing fromtoday.

First, at the end of the table, is M. Scott
Dawson. Scott is the director of permtting for
Recurrent Energy.

At the opposite end of the table is Ms. Marina
Sol onon. Marina is the project devel opnment manager for
this project with Recurrent Energy.

And then, in the blue shirt, we have M. Dennis
Desmarais. He is the director of transm ssion for
Recurrent.

And | ast, but not l|least, is another w tness who
|"msure you're famliar with, M. M chael \Warner, the
princi pal for Transcon Environnental .

CHWN. CHENAL: | didn't recognize M. Warner
W thout the bow tie. Wen | said business casual, |

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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didn't nean for himnot to wear a bowtie. So |I hope
tonorrow we see M. Warner in a bowtie. This doesn't
seemright.

MR MOYES: Did | mss anybody?

(No response.)

MR. MOYES: M. Chairman, we only have four
W tnesses today. Their testinony will not be | engthy.
This gen-tie project is very sinple and very short, and

our case, likewise, wll be sinple and short.

Qur essential evidence has been prefiled, and |

hope you've all had an opportunity to review the docketed

prefiled testinony, the exhibits, and, nobst inportantly,
the application.

Qur primary remaining task here today is to
review t hat evidence and then answer any questions you
m ght have. We'll try to that efficiently so we can
acconplish our objective and get everyone honme w t hout
spendi ng too nany days out here.

To that end, we'll appreciate your indul gence
fromthe Commttee in trying try to hold questions until
the end of our witnesses. W wll, of course, try to be
responsi ve whenever questions are asked. But sonetines
deferral until the | ater discussion may be the best
I medi ate answer to that question

The applicant, RE Papago LLC, is wholly owned

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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by Recurrent Energy.

M. Dawson's testinmony will be nore
i ntroductory about Recurrent and | ess evidentiary as to
the subject gen-tie project per se. M. Dawson w ||
share sone informati on about depth and breadth of
Recurrent's premer position in today's sol ar energy
i ndustry. His presentation will confirmthe applicant's
experience and capabilities to conplete the objectives of
this gen-tie project.

Second will be Ms. Marina Sol onon, who wl|
revi ew and suppl enment her prefiled witten testinony in
which she identifies the |ocation of this gen-tie project
and describes its very sinple physical elenents, which
are a substation and a very short gen-tie line. She wll
al so provi de sonme background i nformation for the benefit
of the Commttee on the actual sol ar generation and
storage facility that will be interconnected through this
gen-tie project. And, lastly, she'll address sone of the
mar keting efforts and the need for this gen-tie project
to connect it to the grid.

M. Dennis Desmarais will briefly review his
prefiled witten testinony as well, in which he addressed
the transm ssion System I npact Studies and the
contractual interconnection agreenents which will all ow
this gen-tie project to be connected to the Del aney

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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Substation and, therefore, the regional grid. And he'l
al so discuss the safety and reliability issues and
describe how this project will be able to be

i nterconnected in Arizona w thout any adverse inpacts on
the Arizona transm ssion system

Finally, M. Mchael Warner will supplenent his
prefiled witten testinony and offer sonme concl udi ng
remar ks which confirmthe support of findings wth
respect to the statutory environnmental conpatibility
factors that the Committee is required to consider when
granting a CEC for a gen-tie and substation |ike ours.

He will also briefly explain the public outreach efforts
and our responses to those.

Qur witnesses today will be using sone
Power Poi nt slides that you'll see in front of you. You
all should have a printed copy of those PowerPoints as
well if you would like to | ook at those in person up
cl ose.

We' ve had sone technical issues this nmorning in
ternms of the tablets that are in front of you. W'IIl be
di spl ayi ng the Zoom neeting so that you can see and
interact with other Conmttee Menbers who aren't here in
person. Unfortunately, we were not able to have on those
tablets all of the exhibits Iike you may have been
accustoned to, but there are | aptops in between all of

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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you.

For those who want to review a particul ar
exhibit as we are admitting those into evidence, those
all are | oaded on those |aptops. There are also a couple
of hard copies with all of those exhibits in binders if
you so wish to review them and the Chairman has one of
those in front of him

In sunmary, M. Chairman, because of its
| ocation and its very sinple conponents, we believe it is
sel f-evident that the RE Papago gen-tie project wll be
virtually honbgeneous with and clearly conpatible with
both the site-specific and overall surrounding
environnent. W're confident that you will agree and
that we can efficiently work together to confirmthat
concl usion and issue the requested certificate.

Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you. Good luck with the
Commttee holding their questions, though. 1've never
seen that, and | hope they ask questions when they want
to ask them because sonetinmes you forget if you wait too
| ong.

Okay. Next.

MS5. GRABEL: Thank you, Chairman and Menbers of
the Commttee. Again, Meghan G abel of Gsborn Ml edon on
behal f of Ellwod Land Hol di ngs, LLC.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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As | nentioned earlier in ny remarks regarding
intervention, Ellwod is developing a solar and battery
energy storage project near the RE Papago site that wll
al so interconnect at APS s Del aney Substation, which, as
you know, is a critical node in the Sout hwest electric
grid.

The general |ocation of the Ellwod project is
conceptually drafted in Ellwood Exhibit A and was earlier
filed in the docket |ate |ast week.

Ellwood is currently in the process of
contracting its project's output to offtakers in Arizona,
which neans that tinme is of the essence to ny client to
determne its own access point into Del aney and to secure
the appropriate rights for it. To that end, ElIlwood has
reached out to RE Papago on several occasions in an
attenpt to coordi nate bypass and secure whatever
easenents m ght be necessary from RE Papago to nove
forward with Ell wod's project.

Al t hough progress has been made, it has been
slower than nmy client desired. Ellwod intervened in
this proceeding to ensure that the requisite coordination
between ny client and RE Papago will continue in a tinely
manner and preserve the financial viability of Ellwood' s
project. To acconplish that objective, Ellwod proposed
certain conditions to the RE Papago CEC in its Mdition to

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ
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| nt ervene.

Over the past several days, Ellwood and
RE Papago have refined these conditions into a single
condition that satisfies both of our interests. The
| anguage that we agreed to is contained in Ellwod
Exhibit B, which is also in front of you. Essentially,
it requires RE Papago to use its best efforts to reach
and execute a final easenent agreenent with Ellwood
wi thin 30 days of approval of the CEC

We very, very nuch thank RE Papago for working

with us. In giving this project progress, rather,
Ellwod wll not present any w tnesses nor engage in
cross-examnation. W will nerely observe and answer any

guestions that the Commttee m ght have of us.

Thank you very much.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you. And, Ms. G abel, |
think it would be hel pful if the Coomittee -- not
necessarily right now -- but gets to see the exhibit and
maybe gets a little explanation fromyou of the concern
that your client has because of the congestion in the
area. O maybe M. Myes can put that testinony on.

M5. GRABEL: Certainly.

CHW. CHENAL: | find that helpful to see that.

Al so, anot her housekeeping item | sent a
standard letter to the Corporation Conm ssion Legal Staff

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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to have their technical people kind of review these

projects, and | did get a response.

And normally, the letter is -- requests a
condition or two or three and makes coments -- inportant
comrents on the project. |In this case, it cane back and

it asked the Committee to actually ask of the applicant
to get into a discussion and get on the record sone
guestions that the Staff had.

And so, M. Myes, |I'mnot sure how you'd |ike
to work that in, but | think if you could work that in
t hrough your witnesses at the appropriate tinme, | think
that would be helpful. And that letter will becone
Chairman's Exhibit 1. And that's a letter that you're
famliar with fromthe Staff.

MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairman. W are
prepared to discuss that letter, and our w tness
M. Desmarais will be specifically discussing the letter
and our plan in response to it. So when we get to him as
a wtness, we wll admt that.

CHWN. CHENAL: Perfect. Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, may | just --

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.

M5. GRABEL: |'mbeing told that my m crophone
isn't on for those who are listening through the Zoom
link, so nmy clients are unable to hear ne. They can hear

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021 20

me t hrough other m crophones.

Shoul d I nove?

MR. MOELLER: We just fixed that issue.

M5. GRABEL: kay. Thank you.

MR. MOYES: And, M. Chairman, if | my, |
woul d be remiss -- going back to our introductions, |
failed to introduce our highly capable technical team
from Peaks Audio. W have M. Jason Moeller and M ke
Fi sh, who have been very hel pful under sone difficult
circunstances this norning in getting this technol ogy set
up for us.

CHWN. CHENAL: Like when all the power cut out
to the room

MR. MOYES: Precisely.

CHWN. CHENAL: That technical problem Good.

Well, unless there's any matters we shoul d
di scuss before, if you're ready to proceed, M. Myes, we
can swear your witnesses in -- witness or wtnesses in,
whi chever you prefer, and we can turn it over to you for
your case.

MR. MOYES: M. Chairnman, would you prefer us
to handl e sone of the procedural matters in terns of
admtting exhibits that won't necessarily be discussed by
W t nesses but

CHWN. CHENAL: We'll do that at the end. Let's
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just take care of the exhibits at the end.

MR. MOYES: Sounds good.

CHWN. CHENAL: So tell me which witness will be
your first one. O if it's going to be a panel, | can
swear the witness or witnesses in at this tine.

MR. MOYES: W won't have any panel s,

M. Chairman. Wuld you like to swear all the w tnesses
at once or as they go individually?

CHWN. CHENAL: Let's do it individually.

MR. MOYES: Qur first witness will be M. Scott
Dawson.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Dawson, would prefer an oath
or an affirmation?

MR. DAWSON: How about an oat h.

SCOTT DAWSON
called as a witness herein, having been first duly sworn
by the Chairman to speak the whole truth and not hing but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR MOYES
Q Thank you, M. Dawson.
Whul d you please state for us on the record
your nane.
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A Scott Dawson, D-a-ws-o0-n.

Q M. Dawson, by whom are you enpl oyed, and what
is your official capacity?

A " menpl oyed by Recurrent Energy, and ny title
is director of permtting.

Q And, M. Dawson, you should have in front of
you and have seen a copy of the prefiled testinony
summaries that were submtted and marked for the court
reporter as Exhibit RE-20. Was that witten testinony
sunmary prepared under your direction?

A Yes, it was.

MR. MOYES: And, M. Chairman, | wll avow that
M. Dawson's testinony sunmary was docketed and delivered
to you electronically on June 11th, in accordance wth
your Procedural Order of May 14th, and copi es have been
provided -- or marked under the Tab RE-20, M. Chairmn.
CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

Q BY MR MOYES: M. Dawson, did you include as
an attachnment to your witten testi nony sone bi ographi cal
i nformati on about yourself?

A Yes, | did.

Q Woul d you pl ease review the highlights of your
prof essional credentials for the benefit of those who may
not have had an opportunity to review those.

A Sure.
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| have an under graduate degree, a Bachel or of
Sci ence in economcs, from New Mexico State University.
| al so have a Master of Science in natural resources
managenent from Utah State University.

|'ve got 12 years of experience in the solar

energy industry, including seven and a half with a very

good Arizona conpany, First Solar, and | was on the Wite

Wng siting case back when we did that. And 27 years,
generally, in the environnmental field.
Q Thank you, M. Dawson.

Woul d you now pl ease describe for us the
background and experience of the applicant itself,

RE Papago LLC, as well as its parent conpany, Recurrent
Ener gy.
A Certainly.

Recurrent Energy was founded in 2006. Its
current headquarters are in Walnut Creek, California,
which is in the San Franci sco Bay Area.

Recurrent is one of the | eading solar energy
and battery storage devel opers with over 4 gigawatts of
sol ar projects and over 9 gigawatt-hours of battery
storage projects in its devel opnment portfolio.

I n 2015, Recurrent was acquired by Canadi an
Sol ar, which is a manufacturer of solar nodules and al so
a devel oper of solar and storage projects globally.
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Canadi an Sol ar has nore than 1,400 enpl oyees and has
manufacturing facilities across the globe. Canadian
Sol ar also has a portfolio of over 20 gigawatts of sol ar
projects and 18 gigawatt-hours of storage projects
gl obal ly.

Recurrent Energy is its North Anerican
devel opnent arm Canadi an Sol ar has a mar ket
capitalization of $2.3 billion. Recurrent's project
portfolio is mainly in the southern tier of the United
States, as you can see in the slide on the right. W
al so do have projects in Canada, and we're al ways
expandi ng i nto new states and narkets.

Currently, Recurrent has devel oped nore than 2
gigawatts of operating utility solar projects.

Q Thank you, M. Dawson.

Do you have anything additional you wish to add

to your testinony?
A No, that is it.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |' m wondering what is neant
by the phrase "l ate-stage batteries."”

MR. DAWSON: Late-stage projects generally are
further along in the devel opnent process. So they have a
site, they've got interconnection, they've got real
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estate to build a project on, possibly sone permts. So
it's -- late stage, it's getting ready to go into
constructi on.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Thank you.

MR. MOYES: M. Dawson is, of course, available
for any other questions the Conmttee Menbers have at
this tinme, despite ny request to hold questions, for
which | sincerely apol ogi ze.

CHWN. CHENAL: They're going to have sone
questions no matter what you or | say. That's the way it
shoul d be.

Ckay. Thank you.

Thank you, M. Dawson.

MR. DAWSON: Thank you.

MR. MOYES: Qur next witness will be Ms. Marina
Sol onon.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ms. Sol onpbn, would you prefer an
oath or an affirmation?

M5. SOLOMON: [|'ll do an oath.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right.

MARI NA SCLOVON
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called as a witness herein, having been first duly sworn
by the Chairman to speak the whole truth and not hing but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR MOYES:
Q Thank you, Ms. Sol onon for being here today.

Whul d you pl ease state your full nanme for the

record.
A Mari na Sol onon.
Q And can you spell that for the court reporter.
A. Ma --
Q Just the |ast nane.
A Ch, just the last nane. S-o0-1-0-mo-n.
Q And by whom are you enpl oyed and what is your

official title, Ms. Sol onon?

A " m enpl oyed by Recurrent Energy, and ny title
I s devel opnent nmanager.

Q Now, you should have in front of you a copy of
the CEC application in this case, which has been narked
for the court reporter as RE-24. Was that application
prepared under your direction, M. Sol onmon?

A. It was.

Q Are you aware of any corrections that need to
be made to that application?
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A. No.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, if appropriate, 1'd
nove for the admi ssion of RE-24 at this tine. O we can
defer that all to the end if you'd I|ike.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let's do themall at the end.
It's easier to review them at one tine.

Q BY MR MOYES: Simlarly, Ms. Solonon, you
shoul d al so have a copy of an exhibit marked RE-17, which
were the Ten Year Plans filed for this case.

Can you describe your role in the preparation
of those Ten Year Pl ans.

A | participated in the preparation of those
pl ans and revi ewed them before they were finalized and
submtted to the Commttee.

MR. MOYES: And | can avow for the record,

M. Chairman, that the original Ten Year Plan was filed
by me with Docket Control on February 1st of 2019 a

suppl enmental revision to that plan was filed on April 6th
of 2020.

The second pl an cane about right when the COVID
shut down had begun, and Docket Control was, to our
under st andi ng, not accepting any in-person filings. That
second revised Ten Year Plan was submtted to your Line
Siting assistant at the tinme, Ms. Marie Cobb.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let's have Ms. Sol onon provi de
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that testinony and then explain what was in the Ten Year
Plan and how this project was -- what part of the project
was described. Let's just lay the foundation for what
was in the Ten Year Pl an.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, can you descri be
for us the initial Ten Year Plan that was filed in 2019
and then what was changed in the later filing and why
t hat was necessary for us.

A Sure. So the initial Ten Year Plan we
submtted indicated sone alternate routes that were | ater
rul ed out once we obtained further site control for the
pr oj ect.

So, initially, we had shown routes that went
through Arizona State | ands and entered Del aney fromthe
sout h, but we subsequently were able to secure site
control for the parcel that waps around Del aney
Substation to the east and the north -- or, rather, to
the west and the north. And that sinplified our route
into the substation, so we refiled the plans with those
alternate routes renoved.

CHWN. CHENAL: So the Ten Year Pl an included
both the solar plant and the substation and the gen-tie
line; is that correct?

M5. SOLOMON: | think the focus was the project
substation and gen-tie |ine.
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CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. D d that include the
solar plant?

M5. SOLOMON: | don't think so.

CHWN. CHENAL: And | see on the right screen up
there, a map -- or a picture. Can you describe what that
IS.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. So these are the two
alternate gen-tie and project substation alignnments that
we are presenting. OQur preferred route and the route
that is the nost straightforward goes kind of directly to
the west of Delaney Substation, and the gen-tie |line
proceeds strai ght east-west. That's the shortest
possi bl e di stance and only contains three structures.

The alternate route does include a turning
structure into the substation, but our hope would be to
go with the base case route on the |eft there.

CHWN. CHENAL: Right. And were these -- were
t hese addressed in the Ten Year Pl an?

M5. SOLOMON: Yes, | believe so.

Is that right, Jason?

MR. MOYES: Yes. And as a rem nder, the Ten
Year Plan filings for a solar generation facility, the
vol t age out put of those facilities does not qualify and
neet the jurisdictional requirenents of the Line Siting
Committee.
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So, to answer your question, the solar project
itself was not included in the Ten Year Plan. However,
because the gen-tie facility does step up the voltage to
a level that neets that jurisdictional requirenment, it
only entails the substation and the gen-tie facilities in
the Ten Year Pl ans.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ri ght.

Q BY MR MOYES:. kay, Ms. Solonpon. NMoving on
to your actual prefiled testinony at this point. You
shoul d have in front of you a copy of your prefiled
testi nony marked as Exhibit RE-21. Was that testinony
prepared by you or under your direction?

A. Yes.

MR. MOYES: Actually, | skipped ahead one step,
M. Chai r man.

Q BY VR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, you al so provided
wi th your testinony sone biographical information. Wuld
you, for the benefit of the Conmttee Menbers, briefly
summari ze your professional background as well.

A Sure. So | have eight years of experience in
utility scal e solar devel opnment and several years'
experience in battery storage energy project devel opnent.
|'ve been with Recurrent Energy for three years.

My bachelor's degree is from Brandei s
University in international studies, Spanish, and a m nor
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in environnental studies; and nmy master's degree is from
New York University with an MS. in global affairs with a
focus on energy and environnental policy.
Q Thank you.
And that information was attached as Attachnent
1 to your prefiled testinony; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q Now, noving to the testinony itself.
Do you have any corrections or changes that you
wi sh to make to your witten testinony?

A. | do not.

Q And, Ms. Solonon, if | were to ask you the sane

guestions that are presented in that witten testinony,
woul d your answers here today under oath be the sane?
A They woul d.
Q Thank you.

For the benefit, again, of those who may not
have had an opportunity to review that full witten
testinony, would you please briefly sumarize the nmain
points of that for us, M. Sol onon.

A Sure. Just a nonent.

So we're here before the Cormittee today to
request approval for our gen-tie |line and project
substation for the RE Papago sol ar and storage project.
It's a 300-nmegawatt AC alternating current project
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| ocated 5.5 mles due west of Tonopabh.

And ot her | andnmarks to nention -- so Tonopah is
over here. Oher landmarks to nmention are |-10, which
runs right here along the project. The project footprint
is generally depicted here. Saddle Muwuntain is |ocated
about 2.5 mles due south, and the Harquahal a generating
facility gas plant out there is located a mle due to the
west of our project footprint. Wst Sal one H ghway, you
can see here, cuts through our site, and I ndian Schoo
Road al so bisects the site.

In terns of details on the gen-tie project, we
anticipate that it would consist of up to four
structures. And those structure types would be A-frane
deadend structures at each end of the Iine, wth the
first structure being here within our project substation
and the other at the other end wi thin Del aney Substati on,
which is an APS-controll ed substation.

The internediate structures, we presented three
structure types that are possibilities and woul d be
finalized when further engineering is conpleted. Those
three structure types are an H-frane structure, a
three-pole structure, or a nonopol e-type structure.

CHWN. CHENAL: Excuse ne. Do you have sone
slides that reflect what these | ook |ike?

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes. One nonent.
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So these are the three internedi ate structure
types. So the first one on the left is the nonopole, the
m ddl e one is the Hfrane, and the one on the right is
the three-pole.

And those structure types would be up to 140
feet tall, the length of the gen-tie Iine would be up to
.3 mles, and the voltage would be 500 kV.

CHWN. CHENAL: Are you able to pull up
Exhi bit RE-17, please. That's the Ten Year Plan. | just
had a questi on.

M5. SCLOMON:  Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: RE-17.

I think, M. Myes, all of your exhibits shoul d
be shown to the Commttee at sone point and di scussed.

We went through the Ten Year Plan pretty
qui ckly, but we should have your w tness go through each
one so we |ay the foundation for it. So I'd like to go
back to the Ten Year Pl an.

M5. SOLOMON:  Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: |'d like to see it on the
screen.

M5. SOLOMON: | don't think we have a slide on
t hat .

MR MOYES: AlIl of the material on the | aptops
should be on there, M. Chairman, including RE-17.
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Jason, if you have the original thunb drive,
are you able to pull that up?

Wuld it be appropriate to take a quick recess,
M. Chai rman?

CHWN. CHENAL: That would be fine. | think
every exhibit you want to introduce should be shown to
the Commttee and have a little testinony on it.

MR. MOYES: Again, | apologize for the
techni cal conplications we had. It was anticipated that
we woul d have all of those exhibits for your view ng on
your individual tablets, which didn't work out the way we
had hoped. But the |aptops that are in between do have
those on there, and we'll get those up on the screen.

It Iooks |ike we've got them |[|If we can scrol
down. That first page is just a cover sheet notice of
the filing. So this first part here would be the
original in your plan, if we're ready to go back on the
record.

CHWN. CHENAL: So the question | have is the
Ten Year Plan tal ks about up to 1.8 mles of transm ssion
lines, and the project application has 0.3. And |I'mj ust
curious why -- that's kind of a big difference, and what
was the reason for that?

M5. SOLOMON: As | touched on earlier, it was
because, in that interimperiod between when the first
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Ten Year Plan was filed and when we submtted the anmended
Ten Year Plan, we were able to secure site control of the
parcel that waps around Del aney Substation to the west
and to the north. And so that has enabled our project to
be able to site our gen-tie line and project substation
directly next to Del aney Substati on.

CHWN. CHENAL: So do you have a nmap that
shows -- a slide that shows the solar project and the
substation and how that ties in?

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. |I'mjust looking for an
overview, and then you can conme back and fill in the
testi nony.

M5. SOLOMON:  So this area shown in yellow on
the slide to the right is our project footprint off the
| and that we have under site control for our solar
proj ect.

The Del aney Substation is located right there,
and the gen-tie line is this short span down here. So
initially, for that Ten Year Plan that we filed in 2019,
we were planning a gen-tie line that routed al ong here
because we didn't have these parcels under site control.
But we subsequently were able to secure those parcels,
and, thus, our line could be shortened.

CHWN. CHENAL: Now | under st and.
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MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chair man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | don't know if | m ssed
this or not, but where -- | knowit's not part of this
proj ect, but where would the proposed solar field be of
the collectors? Could you show that with your pointer?

M5. SOLOMON:  So this yell ow area woul d be
where all our solar panels would be built.

So this area here is our solar project outline.

Does that hel p?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. It's just alittle
funky, but

M5. SOLOMON: There are sone oddly shaped
parcel s out there.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, naybe for Menber
Haeni chen's benefit, you could describe why there's that
di agonal break in the site area for the solar generation
and what that area depicts.

A This area between here, this is land that's
owned by the Flood Control District of Maricopa County,
and they do have a flood-retarding structure or dam
that's | ocated here, which we would not be able to build
upon, so we plan to construct a 34.5 kV collection |line
that would connect this area of the project site to the
rest of the site.
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MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |s that part of this
application, the 34 kV?

M5. SOLOMON: It's not. But we have --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Just because of the voltage
bei ng | ow?

M5. SOLOMON: That's right. And we have been
in contact with the flood control district, and they seem
to be anenable to us building on their property.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: I f you can show us where and
what portion of the solar generating field itself the tie
to the substation will be | ocated.

M5. SOLOMON: This small box here is the
proj ect substation, and the gen-tie line is right here.
It's alittle hard to see on this picture, but maybe we
can go back

MR. MOYES: | should nention that all of you
have in front of you a placemat that's probably easier to
see than probably | ooking at these screens far away. On
the placemat, you will find on the front left is a
depiction of the structures. Front right half is a
br oader zoonmed-out map of the |ocation project -- or the
proj ect | ocation.

But if you flip over the placemat, you can see
up close what's on the screen now, which is a depiction
of the actual gen-tie project that we're here for.
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The question was asked about whet her the other
34.5 line that Ms. Sol onon descri bed woul d be part of
this project. And just as a rem nder to the Conmittee,
the legal jurisdictional voltage limt which triggers the
need for a CEC is 115 kV or above.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So, on this placemat, the
| eft-hand preferred configuration, that blue line is the
hi gh-voltage line that this project is all about?

MR. MOYES: That's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And how long is that piece?

M5. SOLOMON: The line would be up to 0.3 mles
in length. And the yellow box there is the footprint of
our proposed substation.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Thank you.

MR. MOYES: Wuld it be hel pful for Marina or
any of our witnesses to describe the interplay between
the voltage of the generation site itself and the step-up
of that voltage for the gen-tie project, M. Chairman?

CHWN. CHENAL: Absolutely. Yeah, absolutely.

Q BY MR MOYES: Could you please describe the
di fferences between those, Marina, and why the CEC is
necessary for the gen-tie itself fromthe substati on and
not necessarily for the rest of the generation project.

A So the gen-tie line is at a voltage of 500 kV,
which is conpatible wth the voltage of the Del aney
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Substati on, where we would be interconnecting into the
grid. So it's necessary for us to step up the voltage
fromour generating facility.

W initially kind of start at a | ow vol tage
when we're at the feeder level for our solar site. The
voltage is then stepped up to a nedi um voltage of
34.5 kV, and collection lines at that 34.5 kV voltage run
t hrough our site and collect the power and bring it to
the project substation, where transfornmers transformthat
power fromthe medium voltage up to 500 kV so that the
grid can accept our power.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chair man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: The energy com ng out of the
sol ar panels is DC, direct current, correct?

M5. SOLOMON: Correct. But it's converted to
AC power .

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's ny question. \Were
does it take place and at what vol tage?

M5. SOLOMON:  In ny testinony, | describe how
each -- so each increnment of our solar facility is built
in 2-nmegawatt bl ocks, typically, then an inverter
transfornmer station constructed on a concrete pad or
steel skid. Then those inverter transfornmer stations
woul d contain a DC conbi ner, and those would collect the
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DC el ectrical power fromthe TD nodules, up to four
inverters, a transfornmer and an auxiliary power
transfornmer. The power produced by the PV panels woul d
then be converted fromDC to AC at the inverter
transfornmer station. And then at that point, they're
stepped up to the nedi um

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: At what physical point does
that conversion fromDC to AC take place?

M5. SOLOMON: That would be out at each bl ock
within our solar facility. So all over the site,
basi cal | y.

So we've got a total of 300 negawatts AC for
our solar project, and it would be built in 2-nmegawatt
bl ocks. So all throughout our site, the power would be
converted fromDC to AC.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. So that conversion,
when it becomes AC, which it has to be at the end of the
day in order to get into the grid, that is taking
pl ace -- that conversion fromDC to AC, does it all take
pl ace for the entire solar field at one spot, or are
there sone internedi ate spots?

M5. SOLOMON: No. At spots throughout the
site, basically.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: At what voltage? DC
vol t age?
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M5. SOLOMON: Do you know, Dennis?

MR. DESMARAIS: Typically, these days, it's
1500 volts DC, and the inverter converts it to 34.5 --
with the transformer to 34.5000 volts.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yeah.

Q BY MR MOYES: So it's fair to say,
Ms. Sol onon, that the type of conversion that
M. Haenichen is asking about all takes place external of
t he substation and the gen-tie project which this
certificate --

A That's correct.

CHMN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ms. Sol onon, do you know how many converters
there are going to be on the site? Do you have an idea?
This is the first tine we've really dealt or heard about
that, and |I've been seeing it in other places.

M5. SOLOMON:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER NOLAND: There are quite a few, aren't
t here?

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah, there would be quite a few

MEMBER NOLAND: |'mnot going to hold you to
it. Gve ne an estimate.

M5. SOLOMON: | think it would be a converter
for each 2 negawatts, so that would be 150.
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MEMBER NCLAND: 150.

M5. SOLOMON:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER NOLAND: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: At what voltage does that
take pl ace, the inversion?

M5. SOLOMON: 1500 volts.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And t hen what happens next?
When do you get to the point where we have to vote on it?

M5. SOLOMON: So these -- we're starting at
1500 volts. And then that's stepped up to the nedi um
vol t age, and that happens at those 2-nmegawatt bl ocks
di stri buted throughout the entire solar site. And then
there are collection lines at 34.5 kV that are routed
t hroughout our project site. And those collection |lines
all term nate at our project substation, which is the
begi nni ng of where the request before you today is -- the
scope of that is the project --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So these are all com ng at
the same voltages, but you're going to put themall in
parall el and store at 34.5 kV. |Is that right? DC?

MR. DESMARAIS: AC

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: When does it beconme AC prior
to that? Were? Were does that happen?

M5. SOLOMON:  Throughout the project site at
each 2-negawatt block. So in nmultiple |ocations
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t hroughout the site.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So the 2-negawatt bl ocks,
when it | eaves there, it's AC, is that correct?

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And then where does the
final step up to where this Conmttee starts to becone
I nterested?

M5. SOLOMON: That's at the project substation,
which is depicted here. And that's where all of those
34.5 kV lines that | just nentioned will term nate, and
there will be transfornmers within that project substation
that would step up the voltage from34.5 kV to 500 kV so
that the gen-tie line and Del aney Substati on can hook up
to the power

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's what | wanted. Thank
you.

CHW. CHENAL: So | just want to -- M. Myes,
| just want to kind of make sure we're on the sanme page.

Every exhibit | think needs to be shown on the
screen and reviewed by the witnesses to |lay the
foundation. And the testinony they filed is really for
the benefit of any other party so there's no surprises,
but we need to hear the testinony I|ive.

MR, MOYES: Sure.

CHWN. CHENAL: So please don't assune that

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021

because testinony's been filed that we're aware of it or
that sonmehow it's judicial notice of it. W need to hear
everything that is in that testinony |ive at the hearing.

MR. MOYES: Under stood.

CHWN. CHENAL: So | don't know where we were
wth Ms. Solonpbn's testinony because you junped around,
but | do renenber sonething of the nonopol es and the
structures up there. | think that's slide 18 or
sonmething |ike that.

And maybe there was sone additional testinony,
but then | heard Ms. Sol onpon refer to her testinony, and
she got very technical for a nonent. But if that's in
her testinony, | think that needs to be devel oped here
because that was a nouthful of testinony that -- | need
to have that dunmbed down.

M5. SOLOMON:  Sure.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | think we would like to
take a virtual tour, if you wll, starting at a
2-nmegawatt bl ock of collectors. And tell us what
vol tages are there, whether it's AC or DC, and how does
it get to the next phase of accunulation. Just a tour, a
mental tour, of the whol e thing.

M5. SCLOMON:  Sure.

| don't know if we have a good exhibit to
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depi ct that because the focus of our presentation was
nostly on the project substation and gen-tie |ine.

But in general, there's -- the project is kind
of laid out in 2-negawatt bl ocks, as | nentioned. Those
are typically in square configurations, so stacked al
around t hroughout the project site. And then at that
1500 voltage, then they're stepped up at each separate
| ocation within the project site. And then there are
collection lines that run through the site and -- let ne
go back to the other map to be sure.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Are those under ground?

M5. SOLOMON: Mpst woul d be overhead. There
woul d be potentially a few | ocations where they woul d be
under gr ound.

So we woul d have sone collection lines -- so
the one | nentioned crossing here. There would be Iines
ki nd of running probably this way and then down here to
get to the project substation through down here. And
those would all typically be overhead.

So all those collection lines are bringing our
power all to one centralized |ocation, which is where
kind of the Committee's -- or the purpose of this CEC
permt starts, which is the project substation right here
next to Del aney Substation. This is Del aney Substation.
And then the gen-tie line runs al ong here.
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So it's all basically | ow voltage at each
separate spot within the whole project site, and then
t hose nedi umvoltage 34.5 kV collection |ines are
bringing the power to a centralized |ocation and stepping
up again to 500 kV.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. But am | correct in
maki ng the statenent that the solar collectors thensel ves
are not in one great big square? They're in a bunch of
di fferent | ocations because of |and ownership issues?

M5. SOLOMON: The collection lines are |ike --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Not the lines. The
col l ectors thensel ves.

M5. SOLOMON: The sol ar panel s?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yes.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. So the solar panels would
be on long arrays with solar trackers that would track
the sun t hroughout the day.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Are they single-axis
trackers or doubl e-axis?

M5. SOLOMON: Single-axis. So they would be
kind of configured like that in a stack in a square area,
and then there's an inverter pad at each of those
2-megawatt bl ocks that's stepping up the voltage to
medi um vol tage. At then each of those kind of
centralized |ocations within the 2-nmegawatt block, it's
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brought via the collection |lines and stepped up agai n.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Does all the inversion in a
2-megawatt bl ock take place at one spot there, or is that
done in |lower voltages in chunks of it and then
amal gamat ed sonehow?

M5. SOLOMON: The inversion would happen at
each block. |'mnot sure --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: How many negawatts' worth?
2 megawatts' worth?

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | realize we don't have
jurisdiction over the collection field, but I think the
Commttee needs to understand how this is going to work.
So that's why |I'm asking these questions.

M5. SOLOMON:. Okay. Yeah. | could maybe | oop
i n our devel opnment engineer if you guys would like to
hear a nore detail ed description.

MR. DESMARAIS: | could do that.

M5. SOLOMON: Okay. M coll eague Dennis
Desmarais wll junp in.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Desnmrais, let's swear you
in. Wuld you prefer an oath or an affirmati on?

MR. DESMARAI S: An oath sounds good.

(Dennis Desnmarais was duly sworn by the
Chai rman. )
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CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MR. DESMARAIS: | flewin this norning, and |
| ove | ooking out the wi ndow when | fly. And if you | ook
down on the solar farns, you see these rectangul ar bl ack
shiny areas, which are the panels. But then every so
often, you see this little cutout where there's no panel,
and it looks like a little garden shed in there. Well
that garden shed are those individual inverter stations.
So they're very clear fromthe air when you fly over.

So as ny col |l eague Marina was saying, this
property will be broken up into these subpieces of about
2 or 3 negawatts, depending on where the technology is
at, and the solar panels will generate in about 1500
volts DC and then spread out 150 or 100 tines, depending
on the size of the inverters. Throughout the project
will be these little garden shed size where it's both
converted fromDC to AC and stepped up to 34.5000 volts.

And then those individual lines, as Marina was
expl ai ni ng, 34.5000-volt lines, run throughout the
project, all conme together at the substation indicated in
that yell ow box there, and then they're stepped up by the
main transformer to 500,000 volts, which is then where
it's your jurisdiction.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's very hel pful

MR. MOYES: M. Chairman, we have one of the
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exhibits -- the first exhibit, RE-1, has a coupl e of
phot ographs of a fully constructed sol ar generation
field. Perhaps it would be helpful for the Comrittee to
have that picture up on the screen.

If we can pull up RE-1, and then M. Desmarais
or Ms. Sol onbn can give us a description of the solar

site, how that all works.

M5. SOLOMON:  Dennis, I'lIl let you take that
one.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. If | may --

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  For clarification, on that
slide on the right, there's one big -- | would say it's

al nost a square kind of toward the bottomof it.

How many negawatts is that?

MR. DESMARAIS: So each one of these --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: This square here. How many
nmegawatts is that?

MR. DESMARAIS: [|'d have to count the nunber of
those little square buildings and nultiply by about 2 to
see.

So it looks like that's about 2 negawatts,
that's about 2 negawatts, and that's about 2 negawatts.

So it looks like it's about 6 negawatts.
MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. Now, does each one of
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those 2-negawatt bl ocks you just depicted have an
I nverter?

MR. DESMARAIS: Yes. Each of those little
square or rectangular things there, that's the inverter
that converts it fromDC to AC, and then there's a
transfornmer there that steps it up to 340,500 volts.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay. But it's a 2-nmegawatt
inverter, basically?

MR. DESMARAIS: |t depends. Again, we keep
getting nore efficient in how we do this, so they keep
getting larger, but sonewhere in that range.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: But you're not sure what it
w ||l be because you haven't --

MR, DESMARAI'S: Correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Now, what are these pictures
of? Is this an existing field sonewhere?

MR. DESMARAIS: Yes, sir.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: One of your projects?

MR. DESMARAIS: | think so. | don't know the
specific project, but | assune that since we're using it
in our slide, it nust be one of ours.

It sounds like it's Garland, which is east of
Los Angeles --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Ckay.

MR. DESMARAI'S: -- connected to Southern Cal
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Edi son.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Ckay.

And you don't have a slide, |I'massum ng, for
this presentation here today of this particular project.
| know it isn't built yet, but something with an artistic
drawing of the whole -- is it a 300-negawatt project? |Is
that what | heard you say earlier?

MR DESMARAI S:  Yes.

M5. SOLOMON: | mght suggest we do the flyover
now so we can get a sense of the area.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's a good i dea.

M5. SOLOMON: So this is an engineering draw ng
show ng our project footprint again.

So this is the flood control district again
that they nmentioned before. But | think if we can go
back to the slides and play the flyover.

One nonent.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, can you descri be
for us what this presentation is on the |eft screen.

A So this is the Google Earth Flyover show ng
some of the artistic renderings of our project substation
and gen-tie line.

It looks like this pole type is the nonopol e
scenario we're showng with the internmediate structure
turning vertical. And the gray area you see on the
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screen, that's Del aney Substation. There actually are a
nunber of other tall towers on Del aney Substation, but
due to Google Earth not having a street view, those
aren't shown.

Q If I mght pause you there, Ms. Sol onon.

On the right, we have what you described as an
engi neering draw ng, which we have not submtted as an
exhibit yet, but we can at the Chairman's discretion
afterwards. But | wanted to ask if Menber Haenichen is
able to see on the right screen the col or depictions of
the green shapes there.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yes, | can see that. Tel
me what that is.

Q BY MR MOYES: Wuld you describe that, please.

A The green area shown is the area that we have
under our site control for the Papago project. And if we
nove to the next page of the pdf docunent, you would
actually see the engineering-type draw ngs.

Keep going. Keep going. Keep going. Keep
goi ng one nore. One nore. Maybe one nore. Okay.

So on this drawing, it mght be a little bit
hard to see, but those blue |ines shown here, those are
the collection lines that | was nentioning. So this is
where the nedi umvoltage power is being routed and
arriving at the project substation. And this is West
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Sal ome H ghway. This is Indian School Road.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: COkay. Wiy is it so chopped
up like that? 1Is it because you couldn't get control of
a big block of land |Iike you showed on the California
one, one great big rectangle?

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. We've spent several years
securing site control for this project. It consists of
27 different |land option agreenents that we had to
i ndi vidually negotiate with | andowners that own | and down
in that area.

So this is ultimtely the | and footprint that
we were able to secure. It actually is pretty
contiguous, | think you can see, but there were a few
parcels that we were not able to secure. But overall, it
will offer a pretty efficient project |ayout.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Did you actually buy the
|l and or get a |long-term | ease?

M5. SOLOMON: We don't actually own or |ease
the | and yet, but we would do so before starting
construction. So we have the right to exclusively
devel op the site under a |l and option agreenent.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Now, you may not know how to
answer this question, but there's going to be an
intervenor that has that simlar project, right, in the
general area?
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M5. SOLOMON: Correct.

MEMBER HAENICHEN: Is it right next to this or
2 mles awnay?

M5. SOLOMON: Their project is |ocated to the
west of ours, roughly over here.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And, Ms. Grabel, you're
going to represent that client?

MS. GRABEL: Chai rman, Menber Haeni chen, yes, |
do represent that client. And as the Chairman asked ne
earlier, 1'mhappy to wal k through where our current
project is.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: If you know enough about it
from what you've studied, is it going to be all chopped
up like this, or is it going to be a great big square?

M5. GRABEL: No, it's not going to be -- |
mean, | frankly don't know. | think part of the issue
for ny client is that because of the breadth of the site
control of the Recurrent team they need to understand
nore about what access they can get and where they can
site their project. That's one of the reasons for the
condition that we have, is figuring out what easenent we
can get fromthe Recurrent team

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: But at the end of the day,
your project, when it gets built, it's going to wnd up
at the same APS substation; is that correct?
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M5. GRABEL: That's correct. It wll intersect
into Del aney, correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So is the problemgoing to
be the ingress of that right at the substation itself, or
is it going to be all through this whole area of two
massive fields of solar collectors?

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, Menber Haeni chen.

My understanding is that right now, the routes
do not conflict with one another. So it's just a matter
of figuring out the route that ny client can take, which
requi res an easenent fromthe Recurrent team

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: COkay. Thank you.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chair man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: | guess my question is, with
your |and being to the west -- is that the right
direction, to the west? O to the east?

M5. GRABEL: They're to the west of us.

MEMBER NOLAND: You're kind of |andlocked from
getting into the Del aney Substation, are you not, and
that's why you're having to do this easenment or want to
negoti ate the easenent?

MS5. GRABEL: That's correct, Menber Nol and.
And if you will see on our Exhibit A which I'll walk
through later, there is another route, but it's a nuch,
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much, nmuch | onger route, which, of course, increases the
cost of the project and really doesn't make very
efficient use of the I and.

MEMBER NOLAND: Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let ne junp in.

Jason, you had indicated that Menber CGentles
had his hand up in the chat room and | don't see Menber
Gentles on the screen.

MR. MOELLER: He's not showi ng up because his
video is apparently turned off, but his hand is raised.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Gentles, can you hear us?

MEMBER GENTLES: Can you hear ne?

CHWN. CHENAL: Now we can hear you. So let's,
for the record, note -- how | ong have you been |istening
or participating in the hearing so far, Menber Gentl es?

MEMBER GENTLES: | joined at about 1:07.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. 1:07. So let the record
reflect that Menber Gentles has been a part of the
proceedi ng as of 1:07.

Yes, and did you have a question or a comrent?

MEMBER GENTLES: | did, but Menber Haenichen's
questi on answered m ne about five mnutes ago, so |I'm
good.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

MEMBER GENTLES: It related to the conposition
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of the solar farm and basically the contiguousness of the
| and, so we've already got that answered.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. Thank you.

I'"d like to go back and see your Exhibits 1
t hrough 5 because | think your Exhibits 1 through 5 | ay
out the answers to the questions. So if we can just kind
of go through that and then you can |ay your foundation
for your Exhibits 1 through 5, | think that woul d be
hel pful. 1 through 4.

MR. MOYES: Jason, if we're able to pull those
back up, starting with No. 1.

No. 1 was the color photograph with the text
Recurrent Energy North American Busi ness Overvi ew.

There we go.

M. Chairnman, what you see on the screen is
what we have marked as Exhibit RE-1.

CHWN. CHENAL: If you could just -- if we could
just show those quickly to the Commttee, the pages 1
t hrough however many there are.

MR. MOYES: Maybe a little slower.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yeah. And | think M. Dawson
testified generally about this, but I think it would be
good to have these up when he was summarizing. It's just
easier to follow these exhibits.

But | think, M. Dawson, you testified to these
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matters that are in this exhibit, correct?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, | did.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Let's |look at the next
page, then. | believe you testified to this, but naybe
not in as nmuch detail.

If we could see the | ast page.

So in Arizona, you' ve got -- or the second to
| ast page. In Arizona, you have how nuch? 1Is that 30 M
nmegawatts of solar --

M5. SOLOMON: That's correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: -- in Arizona? Ckay.

And then the |ast page of that exhibit. And I
think that was sonething you also testified about. 1Is
that correct, M. Dawson?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, it is.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Let's go to Exhibit 2,

MR, MOYES: M. Chairman, Exhibit RE-2 --
Q BY MR MOYES: Marina, do you have your binder
in front of you?
A Yeah.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chair man.
CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRINNELL: | apologize. It's really
hard to see their slides up on the Zoom here. | don't
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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know i f Zach is having the sanme problem Maybe it's just
my conputer, which is possible. So, yeah, if they

could -- and also the presenter view, if he or she is
avai |l abl e to show t hensel ves on the Zoom

CHWN. CHENAL: \When you say "presenter," what
do you nean, M. Ginnell?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: On your screen there, you
have presenter view, you have all the vari ous people that
are on your -- if you |l ook your screen --

CHWN. CHENAL: Right.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: -- and then you have Menber
Nol and and gallery view and presenter view. Does that
make any sense?

CHWN. CHENAL: So what's the question about
presenter view?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Well, if we could see he or
she that's presenting at the sane tine, that would nmake a
little bit better understanding. Because |'mshifting
through all the exhibits here on ny desk, and |'mjust
trying to keep track of what they're showing. It's hard
to see what they're putting up. Does that nake sense?

MR, MOELLER: We'Il try and accommodat e t hat
her e.

CHWN. CHENAL: The AV teamw !l try to
accommodat e t hat .
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Ri ght now we're | ooking at RE-2, which is a
proj ect description.

And, Ms. Sol onon, you've testified generally
about this, correct?

M5. SOLOMON: That's correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: But this goes into a |ot nore
detail it |ooks Iike.

But for laying a foundation, is this sonething
you prepared?

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah, | think I hit on nost of
the key points within this description.

CHW. CHENAL: Right. And then the next page
on Exhibit 2 is, again, just kind of a project vicinity
map. | don't know if we've seen that yet, but that's a
project vicinity map.

And then the third page of Exhibit RE-2
di scusses the substation. And | don't know if you've
di scussed the size of the substation, but according to
what |'mreading here, it's going to be approximtely
1.71 acres. And it gets into | think sone of the matters
t hat Menber Haeni chen was aski ng about.

MR MOYES: If | may junp in, M. Chairmn,
these first four exhibits, RE-1 through 4, for the
benefit of the rest of the Conmttee, were submtted at
the prefiling conference before sone of the details were
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| at er narrowed down and nore focused into the actual
appl i cation.

So sone of the technical details, | believe, in
t hese have been updated, but I'll let Ms. Sol onon
address whi ch of those have changed, particularly the
footprint size of the substation that's described in this
| ast page that the Chairman is show ng.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. The one update that we
made between our prefiling submttal and our full CEC
application was the footprint of the substation. | did
mention in the prefiling conference that we woul d be
updating that; and we have since, in our CEC application,
entered a project footprint substation of up to 13 acres.

CHWN. CHENAL: So the next page is page 4. |Is
it kind of a photo of the proposed project?

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. This is an aerial
depi ction of the project substation, which is the yell ow
box there. Each red pinpoint depicts a transn ssion
structure, and the blue line is our gen-tie |ine.

CHWN. CHENAL: Then the | ast page of
Exhi bit RE-2 is the conceptual engineering drawi ng of the
proj ect substation.

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen, do you have
any questions?

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yes, | do.
CHVN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: First of all, | hope |I'm not
bei ng an obstructionist here. |I'mtrying to be hel pful.
But at the end of the day, | don't nmean just today, but

at the end of this hearing, we're going to try to have a
product, and that's going to be a CEC for the applicant
that allows themto build these interconnections to a
proposed but not-yet-existing solar field.

However -- and this probably is going to happen
over and over again in future projects because | suspect
that the world's going to transfer to renewabl e energy
and so there's going to be nore solar projects, nore w nd
proj ects.

We have an intervenor here -- is that fair to
call you an intervenor? -- representing another potenti al
project that's in the works. And we have to cone up with
sone way to portray this so that at the end of the day,
the CEC that we allow, assumng we do allow a CEC, w |
be acceptable to Ms. Grabel's client for their future
ingress to this substation.

So | think we're going to be facing that sane
dil em”ma over and over again on future projects. So |
don't know what the answer is to that, but we have to
cone up with sonme nechanismto nmake that happen
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M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, Menber Haenichen,
may | address that really quickly.

The condition that we agreed to with the
Recurrent team does address exactly the issue that you're
tal king about. It allows us to negotiate an easenent
wth themwthin a certain tinme period.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | did read that. But the
guestion is -- we have to have a map of where -- what
you're going to need to nake your project a reality of
getting into that substation.

Al'l you really said is, we're going to
negotiate in good faith and bl ah, blah, blah. Are you
okay with that, or do you think you'll have enough
assurance?

M5. GRABEL: | think we've received assurance
that they will, within a certain period of tinme, 30 days
after receiving approval of the CEC, reach an easenent
agreenent with us that allows us access wi thout having to
i ncur the costs of going around the |and that they have
site control of.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Because earlier, maybe about
five mnutes ago, | think I heard you nmake a statenent
about, oh, we can do it this way, but it would be much,
much | onger 1|i nes.

M5. GRABEL: Precisely. And | think -- if the
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Recurrent team disagrees with ne, | ask themto tell ne
now. But the condition that we have negotiated all ows us
to avoid the | onger route and negoti ate an easenent that
allows us to access their property to do a nmuch nore
cost-effective route for our project.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. So you m ght actually
cross sone of their property?

M5. GRABEL: Correct. That's the purpose of
t he easenent agreenent. And, again, | ask M. Myes to
correct ne if I'"'mwong in that understanding.

MR. MOYES: Let ne just read for the record
exactly what the condition states and then el aborate as
necessary.

It states: Applicant -- that's us -- shall use
best efforts to reach, within 30 days of approval of the
CEC -- neaning when the final CEC is actually approved by
the full Corporation Conmm ssion.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yeah, | understand.

MR. MOYES: -- a commercially reasonable
agreenent with Ell wod Land Hol di ngs, LLC, in response to
El | wod' s request for easenents necessary for Ellwood' s
nei ghboring project to connect to the Del aney Substati on.

I think key to renmenber in any negotiation that
has yet to occur, you don't know ultimtely how that's
going to play out. And what we've agreed to wth El |l wood
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IS to use our -- as it states here -- our best efforts to
reach a reasonable -- a commercially reasonabl e agreenent
to that effect within that tinmefrane.

And so once that proceeding is done and between
now and whenever it goes before the full Comm ssion as an
openi ng neeting, our respective clients will be in talks
to determ ne what that comercially reasonable value is
and hopefully reach that agreenent.

Does t hat answer your question?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: It's still fuzzy when you
say "hopefully.” Wat if you say, "Gee, we can't do it"?
| realize this is a very difficult point, but I want to
be sure both of you and the entities you represent are
going to be satisfied wwth our handling of it.

MR. MOYES: And that's why we worked out that
| anguage that tal ks about using our best efforts and that
key "commercially reasonable agreenent.” O course, if
one or the other party in any negotiation decided to be
unreasonabl e and offer to pay no nore than one dollar for
an easenent, you wouldn't ever reach an agreenent.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | understand that.

MR. MOYES: So without the ability to guarantee
anyt hi ng because those negotiati ons have not taken place,
we tried to craft that | anguage as carefully as we could
that would satisfy both parties for the purposes of
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participation in this hearing, |eave the door open for
t hose di scussions so that our respective devel opers are
wor ki ng together in good faith between now and then. And
we fully intend and expect themto do so.

| don't know that we could put a condition in
here that guarantees resol ution of an agreenent that has
not even begun full negotiations for it yet.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: One | ast question, and then
["ll quit on this. Wat's the rough tineline
differential between these two projects? |s yours going
to be years down the road or

MS. GRABEL: Menber Haeni chen, ny under st andi ng
is we are definitely behind this project. W are in the
process of still obtaining the rights-of-way we need in
order to develop it. But it is not years down the road.
We have potential offtakers now for our project, so we
want to get building as soon as possible. W'd like to
be able to be before this Committee wthin a year if we
can.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's very hel pful. Thank
you.

CHWMN. CHENAL: Al right. Let's go to
Exhi bit RE-3.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, can you descri be

what this Exhibit RE-3 is that we submtted at the
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prefiling conference. And there are two pages to this.
And you can describe what this is tal king about.

A Sure. This is a project flyer that we prepared
to be able to kind of summarize our project for the
public.

It kind of hits on the project size; the
acreage of our project footprint; where it would
i nterconnect; the power custoner, which is to be
determ ned, though we're in some active discussions; and
honmes powered; the operation date; our targeted
comrerci al operation date. So online date for the
project is the end of 2023.

CHWN. CHENAL: So let ne just make sure for the
record. It's a 300-negawatt project. It's going to
cover 2,800 acres. |It's going to tie into the Del aney
Substation. Custonmers to be determ ned. Hones powered
by this project will be approximately 57,000. The
operation date -- the expected operation date wll be
2023. It wll provide up to 450 jobs and estinmated taxes
of 29 mllion.

So that gets into the projected operation date
of 2023, and | think Ms. Grabel said her project would be
about a year behind.

And t he next page, please.

M5. SOLOMON: The next page is just kind of
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hitting on sonme highlights of Recurrent Energy, which
beli eve Scott Dawson addressed in his testinony.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Thank you.

And then we get to Exhibit RE-4.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, | know you' ve
di scussed this map, but for purposes of adm ssion of this
specific Exhibit RE-4, would you pl ease agai n descri be
what this map depicts.

A Yes. The footprint depicted in red on this map
is the area that our project has under site control. The
yel | ow bl ock shown next to Del aney Substation is our
proj ect substation. And the blue Iine going into Del aney
Substation is our gen-tie |ine.

CHWN. CHENAL: There's an existing transm ssion
line. Can you tell us what that is?

M5. SOLOMON: There are a nunber of existing
transm ssion lines in the area. There is the gen-tie
line, so that's a 500 kV |ine that runs al ong here from
t he Harquahal a gas plant, which is |ocated about a mle
due west of our site. So that line runs here and then
al ong here and actually heads to the Pal o Verde conpl ex.
And then there's sonme -- a couple 500 kV transm ssion
lines that run along here also head to Pal o Verde.

CHWN. CHENAL: And then, Ms. Grabel, is that
map bi g enough to depict approxi mately where your
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client's project would be | ocated?

MS. GRABEL: Actually, I'mjust studying a map
of where ny client's project is |ocated, and I think the
answer is no. |Is that correct?

M5. SOLOMON: | think their footprint would be
roughly right here.

M5. GRABEL: | think that's correct.

CHWMN. CHENAL: Further west?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

Let's -- it's 2:30. Let's take our afternoon
break, 15-m nute break, and then we'll resune.

(A recess was taken from2:31 p.m to
3:01 p.m)

CHWN. CHENAL: Good afternoon, everyone. That
was a little longer than normal, but that's okay. W had
sonme technical issues and just had to go over a few
procedural matters. So we're back on the record.

So, M. Moyes, back to you with your
continuation of your testinony and your exhibits.

MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Continuing on with the testinony of
Ms. Solonon to further el aborate on the discussion we
were having, particularly the questions posed by
Menmber Haeni chen regarding the Ell wood project.
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In the break, we were able to upload sone
addi ti onal docunents as well as the exhibits that El | wood
had previously docketed. And I'Il turn the tine over to
Ms. Grabel to explain what those are to shed sone
addi tional 1ight and context on how El |l wood proj ect
interplays with ours.

CHW. CHENAL: That's fine. And then whatever
it is the additional exhibits or docunents are, will they
be applicant's exhibits, or will they be -- Ellwood has a
coupl e exhibits, but will they be ..

M5. GRABEL: | believe they will be Ellwod
exhibits. The map was created by Ellwood.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: So if we could pull up the map
that shows the Ellwod project relative to the current
project. Not that one. It has |ike a green depiction.

There we go. So the Ellwood project is called
the Maricopa Solar and Storage Project. As you see, that
Is going to be located in the area marked in the green on
this map; whereas, the RE Papago project is to the right,
and it is depicted in blue.

CHMN. CHENAL: \What exhibit nunber are we going
to give this?

M5. GRABEL: C, as in Charlie.

Just to give a little bit of background, the
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Mari copa Solar and Storage Project is going to be about

11,500 acres, it's going to produce about 550 negawatts

of AC solar, which is enough to power about 1.5 mllion

homes. It will be using single-access tracking, sanme as
the Recurrent project, and it will use batteries to

di spatch power at night.

As | indicated before, we're about a year
behi nd t he RE Papago project. Qur commercial operation
date is 2024. CQur hopeful gen-tie line is going to be
about 8 to 13 mles |ong, depending on the route that
we're able to secure, and that's going to be a 500 kV

transm ssi on route.

So that's the location of our project relative

to the RE Papago. And | think that addresses Menber
Haeni chen's questions earlier, perhaps yours too,
Chai r man.

Does anyone have any questions about this
proj ect ?

CHWN. CHENAL: Could you show with the |aser
pointer, Ms. G abel, the preferred route totie in to
Del aney and the alternate route that could be avoi ded
withit.

MS5. GRABEL: | think to do that, I'd like to
turn to the next map, which is Ellwood Exhibit B. You
have that in front of you, but it's painfully smaller. |
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could hardly read it nyself. So I'mgoing to try to pul
it up larger.

Okay. Is it possible to zoomthat out any?
Maybe not. It's still very, very difficult to see here,
but you do have it in front of you in case you do want to
strain your eyes.

There we go. So if you could scroll down a
little bit and sort of focus on -- put the Del aney
Substation -- that's perfect.

So the Del aney Substation, as you see, is right
here. W have three alternatives that we're considering,
two of which go through the Recurrent options that they
have on | and right now.

The first is this. And you renenber our
project is |ocated over here sonmewhere. It goes through
this portion of the RE Papago opti ons.

The second goes through this and woul d access
Del aney t hrough Thomas Road over there.

The third option that would not require us to
get an easenent from RE Papago is a | ot nore expensive
because it's a |l ot longer of a |line and, therefore, nore
expensive to build.

I f you could scroll back up so we can see the
top of the page.

So the area that was in RE Papago site control
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is sort of along this area. And | ask Ms. Sol onon to
correct nme if I'mincorrect.

Scroll up nore so we can see the top.

Qur project is located over there sonewhere.
We woul d have to build a line that goes this way and then
runs south into Delaney. So you see it's nuch |onger
and, therefore, much nore expensive. It also is |less
ideal froma reliability perspective because it requires
crossing three existing 500 kV transm ssion lines. And
every tinme, of course, there's a crossing of a
transm ssion line, it increases the risk of sone sort of
event froma transmssion reliability perspective.

M5. SOLOMON: Ms. Grabel, | would just provide
a correction that the line that you' re showng with the
route to the north does cross our site control.

M5. GRABEL: kay. Thank you.

M5. SOLOMON: So that would also require an
easenent from us.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you for that clarification.
| appreciate it.

M5. SOLOMON: You're wel cone.

M5. GRABEL: Did the Commttee Menbers have any
questions for us about the project?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.
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M5. GRABEL: Thank you.

MR. MOYES: And, M. Chairman, | realize this
is alittle unusual, Ms. Grabel having to act as the
attorney and sonmewhat of a witness for the intervenor
because they don't have a witness for them but | wonder
if you would allow ne to ask sone foll owup questions of
Ms. Grabel. Since we don't have another witness to ask
those questions, |I'mhappy to try and navi gate that
t hrough nmy own witnesses, but | think there are sone
guestions that are raised by Ms. Gabel's description of
their routes and their opportunities to enter into
Del aney that we may need to draw out.

CHWN. CHENAL: That is unusual.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENICHEN: |'d like to ask this
question to both of you: Do you think there's plenty of
buyers out there for the electricity for both of these
proj ects?

MR MOYES: It is ny understanding that yes,
there are. (Obviously, sonme of our witnesses will be
tal ki ng about that and the narketing of our particul ar
project, and I'Il let Ms. G abel speak to hers.

M5. GRABEL: | concur. Yes, | think there's
pl enty of demand for renewable energy in the region.
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CHWN. CHENAL: Let's just proceed with your
W tnesses, M. Myes. And then if there are sonme
guestions that we need sone clarification on from
Ms. Gabel, we can deal with that.

Q BY MR MOYES: Are you ready to continue,

Ms. Sol onon?

A. Yes.

Q There was one particular --

MR. MOYES: Can we pull up Exhibit RE-2 again.
And the page 4, Attachnent 4 to that nap.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, we described this
exhi bit previously. You showed -- or explained to the
Commttee what this depicts.

In the context of the discussion we've just had
with regards to Ellwod' s potential interconnections to
Del aney Substation, can you pl ease describe for us where
on this nore zooned-in nap those potenti al
I nterconnections mght cone fromin relation to our route
i nto Del aney?

A. Yes, sure.

So the route that -- they proposed three
different routes. This is Del aney Substation here, and
this was our project substation again with our gen-tie
l'i ne.

The easenent that they are requesting runs
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al ong here, which -- basically, our site control ends
here. Then south of here is Arizona State |ands. So
this is where our property ends, and they' ve requested an
easenent to conme into Del aney along this route.

In terms of alternate routes they're show ng,
t hey have shown a route that cones along here and enters
Del aney fromthe south. W have heard in the past that
that is a feasible way to interconnect into Del aney and
woul d be a viable route for themto pursue, so our
proj ect would not be necessarily blocking them per se
from accessi ng Del aney, but woul d obviously not be their
preferred scenari o.

The routes that they' re requesting fromthe
north do appear to inpact, actually, quite a bit our
project site control. [I'mnot sure with the |line that
t hey showed whet her that would be crossing in the
north-south configuration our site control or if they
woul d be crossing over sone existing 500 kV |ines and
goi ng across sone Arizona State | ands and com ng around.
But if it was routed on our side, that would actually be
pretty inpactful to our project footprint.

Q Is it fair to say, Ms. Solonon, that you don't
have enough details at this tine of Ellwdod' s potenti al
routes to say whether or not any of those routes could be
constructed w thout requiring an easenent from --
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A One of the routes they showed would not require
an easenent from us.

Q VWhich route is that?

A That's the route that would conme in fromthe
south, so com ng along here and entering Del aney fromthe
south on Arizona State | and.

Q And just for argunment's sake, if that route was
ultimately selected, fromthe understandi ng you have
ri ght now, which, again, we knowis limted at this
poi nt, but based on that understandi ng, would that
sout hern route option be substantially |onger than the
mddle route, we'll call it, that you described that was
di scussed in terns of asking for an easenent from Papago?

A No, | don't think I would agree with that
statement. | think it would be slightly |onger but not
very much | onger

Q Are we talking mles and mles | onger or --

A | would say, just fromeyeballing it, maybe it
could add a quarter of a mle or so to their line, maybe
| ess. Probably |ess.

Q Is there any other information that you fee
woul d be pertinent to the Committee at this tine
regardi ng that interconnection or the Ellwood alternative
rout es?

A Maybe | could pass, with the Conmttee's
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perm ssion, to ny coll eague Dennis Desmarai s, who m ght
be able to speak to sone of the technical feasibility of
entering Del aney fromthe south.

MR. MOYES: And, M. Chairman, | believe --

CHWN. CHENAL: Sure. That would be fine.

M. Desnarais.

MR. DESMARAIS: | think an easy way to think of
Del aney is | | ook at ny breaker box in ny garage, and
it's kind of laid out the sane way, top to bottomright.
And so there's a series of positions where you could drop
in a breaker and connect the circuits in your house.

And so, as was nentioned, two of these
positions are on the bottom so there's roomfor two
lines to cone in fromthe south that don't inpact our
property a lot at all. Again, we only control to the
west and to the north.

There's obviously positions on the east side,
al though that's farther for the Ellwod project. And
then there's al so positions al ong here south of our
lines. So | think there's lots of options on how to get
into the substation. And, again, there's two that you
could cone in fromthe south, both the southeast position
and the sout hwest position, that don't involve crossing
our property right here at all.

MR. MOYES: So, M. Desnarais, a question was
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proposed by Commttee Menber Nol and as to whether the
El | wood project was, quote/unquote, |andl ocked by our
proj ect. Based on your understandi ng of the
configuration of Del aney, would you agree with that
st at enent ?

MR. DESMARAIS: It is not |andl ocked by our
project. W only control the property on the west and
the property on the north, but we have no control of the
property on the east or the south.

MR. MOYES: kay. Thank you.

Al right. Back to Ms. Sol onon, if we may.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onpbn, continuing on with
t he description of your prefiled witten testinony, can
you describe for the Commttee the status of the
mar keting efforts for this particular project and how
that plays into the need of the project.

A Sure. So we are in sonme active conversations
wth a power buyer or offtaker to purchase the power from
our project. Those are proceeding well, and we have
fairly high confidence that this m ght be successful.

And should I nove on to the need at this point?

Q Sur e.

A So maybe we shoul d advance to the next slide.

So in ternms of the need for the project, this
gen-tie line and project substation would be essenti al
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for our project to be able to delivery power to the grid.
W need to be able to step up to the voltage that the
grid will accept at this location, which is 500 kV. So
wi t hout the CEC permt, we would not be able to do that.
In terns of other aspects of the project, as |
nmentioned, is to ensure the project's viability. It's
al so going to help neet Arizona's need for safe,
reliable, and econom cal electric power.
And, in addition, there's other benefits, which
i nclude mnimzing environnental inpacts, including the
em ssion of green house gases and ot her particul ate
mat ter.
Q Ms. Sol onmon, if you could turn to
Exhi bit RE-11.
MR. MOYES: And if we could have that pulled up
on the screen, RE-11, please.
Q BY MR MOYES: Wuld you pl ease describe for

the record, Ms. Sol onon, what this exhibit is.

A Oh, this is the exhibit that describes that we,
Recurrent Energy, are wlling -- and RE Papago are
willing to cover any overages and expenses that we may

i ncur fromthis hearing.

Q And, Ms. Sol onon, if you could turn to
Exhi bit RE-13.

A. Got it.
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Q Ms. Solonon, is it your understandi ng that
Maricopa County is the only affected jurisdiction under
the line siting statutes that would require notice of
this project and of this hearing?

A That's ny under st andi ng.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, | will avow for the
record that Exhibit 13 is a true and correct copy of the
Notice of Filing and Proof of Delivery of that notice to
t he Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MR. MOYES: | apol ogi ze to backtrack here a
little bit. |If we can turn to Exhibit RE-5 just so we
can lay a foundation for all of these, M. Chairnman, and
wth the help of our w tnesses.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, can you descri be
for us what this picture and what the notice that's shown
on the screen that's RE-5 is.

A Yes. This picture shows the text that was
printed on | arge size and posted al ong West Sal one
H ghway and also -- was it also al ong West Court house
Road, providing a notice of our hearing today. Just on
Sal ome Hi ghway, | think.

Q If we can nove to Exhibit RE-6, please.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Myes, RE-5 has a nunber of
pages, including the sign |ocation map. Are you going to
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get into that at all before we nove on to anot her

exhi bit?
MR. MOYES: | apol ogi ze, M. Chairnman.
If we can go back to RE-5. If we can show page
2 of RE-5.
Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onon, can you descri be

what this picture shows.

A This is a picture of the posted sign on West
Sal ome Hi ghway | ooki ng north.

Q And this is an additional sign?

A Yeah. | think there was a sign on the first

page and then al so on the second page, two different

si gns.

Q And if we can turn to the next page of this
exhi bit.

A This is showi ng the | ocations of the signs,

which is a little hard to see, but those yell ow dots here
are where those signs are posted.

Q And that diagonal crosshatched line is Sal one
H ghway; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And why did you choose these particul ar
| ocations for these signs?

A Because they were the nearest |ocations in a
public right-of-way to our gen-tie |ine and project
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substati on.
Q Thank you.

MR. MOYES: Are there any questions on that
exhi bit, M. Chairman?

CHWN. CHENAL: No.

MR. MOYES: Moving along to RE-6. RE-6, as |
said, I will avow for the record that this is a true and
correct copy of the Chairman's Notice of Hearing with the
docket ed nunmber -- or the docket nunber.

And RE-7 is a cover letter, followed by a proof
of delivery receipt card fromthe post office show ng
that this Notice of Hearing was, in fact, delivered to
t he Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County pursuant to
the Chairman's Procedural O der.

And then if we can nove to RE-8, there are
quite a few simlar green delivery cards, all of which
are a depiction of proof of delivery of that same Notice
of Hearing with the Chairman's signature to each of the
Commttee Menbers pursuant to the Procedural Order.

Moving to RE-9, please.

Q BY MR MOYES: Ms. Sol onbn, can you identify
what Exhibit RE-9 is.

A Yes. This is the Notice of Hearing -- and
maybe it would be worth zooming in alittle bit -- that
was published in the West Valley View, the newspaper,
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providing a notice of our hearing.
Q And then if we can nove to RE-10, assuni ng
there's no questions. Wuld you please describe for us,

Ms. Sol onon, what the three pages included in RE-10 are.

A Is this what was -- the nmailing that was sent
out ?

Q | believe so.

A Ckay. | believe this is the mailing that was

sent out to | andowners in the area notifying them of the
hearing in a postcard fornat.

Q And, Ms. Sol onon, have you received any
response fromany | andowners in the area?

A Not really related to the project. W've had
i nquiries about |and they have in the area, wondering if
we woul d be interested in developing it, but not really
regardi ng the project.

Q So nobody contacted Recurrent to the best of
your know edge regarding this postcard identified as
Exhi bit RE-117

A Not that | can recall

CHWN. CHENAL: Ms. Sol onon, what was the area
again of the -- the area to which the postcards were
sent ?

M5. SOLOMON: Maybe -- can a nenber of the
Transcon team help ne with the radi us?
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Wthin 300 feet.

CHW. CHENAL: O the proposed transm ssion --
the gen-tie line and the substation?

M5. SOLOMON: O the entire project footprint.

CHWN. CHENAL: Including the solar plant --

M5. SOLOMON: Correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: -- solar facilities? kay.

Ckay.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: How many i ndi vi dual homeowners
or landowners did that result in? How many postcards did
you send? 350 is just not a very |large, wide notice, so
| was just curious how many people that hit.

M5. SOLOMON: 99. There's quite a few
different |and parcels out there, so it could result in a
pretty | arge nunber of people.

MEMBER HAMMY: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. MOYES: Skipping ahead to Exhibit 12.

We previously had Ms. Sol onon identify
Exhi bit RE-11, M. Chairman, which was the letter
attesting to the conpany's willingness to pay additional
funds.

Exhibit RE-12 | will avow is nerely proof of
delivery of that letter to the Comm ssion's business
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of fice.

CHWN. CHENAL: All right. Thank you.

MR. MOYES: Skipping ahead to Exhibit 14,
RE-14. Exhibits RE-14 and RE-15 | will avow are
affidavits of delivery fromour court reporting service.
RE-15 is showing delivery to the Buckeye Public Library
of the prefiling conference transcript, and RE-15 is of
that sanme transcript to the Arlington El enentary School .

Moving to RE-16. M. Chairman, | will again
avow for the record that RE-16 is an affidavit from
nyself stating that | personally delivered a copy of the
application as well as the Notice of Hearing to the
Buckeye Public Library as well as the Arlington
El ementary School .

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. Thank you.

MR. MOYES: RE-17 are the Ten Year Pl ans which
we have described and identifi ed.

And RE-18 we will get into with our next --
wth a subsequent w tness.

So, with your perm ssion, M. Chairman, we wl|
finish Ms. Sol onon's testinony, open her up to any
questions that the Conmttee may have for her, and then
nove on to M. Desnarais.

CHW. CHENAL: That's fine.

MR. MOYES: Does the Commttee have any
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addi ti onal questions for Ms. Sol onon?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, Ms. Sol onon. And, of
course, you know that sonmeone may ask a question of you
even if soneone el se is being asked questi ons.

M5. SOLOMON: Thank you very nuch.

MR MOYES: Ckay. And noving to M. Desnarais.

DENNI S DESMARAI S,
called as a witness herein, having been previously duly
sworn by the Chairman to speak the whole truth and
not hing but the truth, was exam ned and testified as

foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MOYES:

Q M. Desmarais, would you please state for the
record and spell your |ast nane.

A Dennis Desmarais. D-e-s, as in Sam
ma-r-a-i-s again.

Q M. Desmarais, by whom are you enpl oyed and
what is your title?

A By Recurrent Energy, and | amdirector of
transm ssi on.

Q And you should have in front of you a copy of
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your prefiled testinony as well marked as Exhi bit RE-22.
Was that witten testinony prepared by you or under your
di rection?
A Yes, it was.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, |'ll avow t hat
M. Desmarais' witten testinony, along with the other
W tnesses' prefiled testinony, was al so docketed and
delivered to you and the Conmttee Menbers on June 1lth,
2021.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. But just as |
i ndi cated previously, that's nice, but we want to hear
the testinony today.

Q BY MR MOYES: Before we get into the substance
of your testinony, M. Desnmarais, did you simlarly
provi de a description of your professional credentials?

A | did.

Q Wul d you briefly sunmarize the highlights of
those for the Commttee.

A Sure. | have a degree in nechani cal
engi neering fromthe University of Washington. |'ve
actually been in the energy industry ny entire career, so
for 40 years now.

And for the last 16 years, |'ve been managi ng
generator interconnections. Six years for PacifiCore, |
managed their queue. And then now | just switched to the
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ot her side of the table, and now | work for independent
power producers, making interconnection requests and
managi ng the entire process.
Q Can you sunmarize sonme of the main points of
your prefiled testinmony for the Conmttee, M. Desnarais.
A Yes, | can.

Per the typical process across the United
States, in 2016, one of ny coll eagues, before |I was hired
at Recurrent Energy, filed for an application for
generator interconnection with Arizona Public Service.

And then in 2017, we received our first study
results, which is called the System I npact Study, which
| ooks at all the different possible inpacts on the
el ectrical grid froma power flow perspective, voltage
stability perspective, reactive power support.

And then about a year later, we received a
facility study, which details literally what facilities
w il be required to interconnect the project.

And then in 2019, we conpleted the negotiation
of a generator interconnection agreenent with Arizona
Public Service and Central Arizona Water --

M5. SOLOMON: -- Conservation District --

MR. DESMARAI S:  Yes.

M5. SOLOMON: -- which | believe is CAWCD.

MR. DESMARAIS: That's correct. Yes.
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Q BY MR MOYES: M. Desmarais, in your
di scussions with APS regardi ng the interconnection
agreenent, can you please elaborate a little nore for the
Comm ttee how those di scussions went and, in terns of the
i nterconnection studies thenselves, what those findings
resulted in.

A Sur e.

| mean, ultimately, the determ nation is that
the project can safely and reliably interconnect to the
grid. There was a question raised, and it was
hi ghlighted in one of the studies, the question about
reactive power.

And the project, as submtted -- this project
was submtted in 2016, which is clearly a long tine from
when it will actually get built. W take sort of the
best estimate we can about what's state-of-the-art
equi prrent at that tine. And one of the study results is
that the project did not neet the reactive power
requirenments. But the interconnection agreenent assures
that by the tine we build our project that all of those
requi rements will be net.

So we will go then with state-of-the-art
inverters at the tine we do it. W'Il do a reactive
power study, and we will either add extra inverters or
add capacitor banks to make sure that we neet, as
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contractually required, the reactive power requirenents
of both Arizona Public Service and the Federal Energy
Regul at ory Commi ssi on.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. Time out. W're
going to have to get into that. That's exactly what the
Cor poration Comm ssion, the Staff, asked us to get into,
and you're going to take us to school a little,

M. Desnmarais.

So what | will have marked as the Chairman's
Exhibit 1 is the Corporation Comm ssion Staff's letter to
me which reviewed the project and goes into sone rather
specific questions based on a System | npact Study that
APS perforned, and that resulted in a series of
guesti ons.

The first is basically, | guess, because of
this question: Wen the sol ar photovoltaic portion of
the project is generating, the project is 17.8 MAR short
of the requirenent.

MR. DESMARAIS: That's correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: Okay. And this shortage could
be mtigated by any of the follow ng neasures. And
there's four separate neasures that are di scussed.

And then there's a second question that is
asked, which says that when the BESS is discharging, the
project is 23.9 MVAR short of neeting the power factor
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requirenent. And this shortage could be mtigated by a
nunber of other suggestions that the Staff proposes.

And the Staff recomrends that the Line Siting
Commttee seek clarification fromthe applicant on those
mtigation measures it plans to pursue to alleviate the
power factor shortages at the high side of the generator
substati on.

MR MOYES: |If we mght pull up on the screen
for the benefit of those who can't see it, we do have
that letter that the Chairperson is referring to under
Exhibit RE-18. It is Attachnment 3 to RE-18.

| believe the --

CHWN. CHENAL: Wy don't we -- M. Desnarais,
let me just stay with you for a few m nutes on this.

MR. DESMARAI S: Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: And you know what |I'mgoing to
ask you to do: Dunb it down so | can understand it.

And start with the letter itself. And if you
need a copy of it, you can have it. And explain what
this nmeans.

And this is the first time that |'m aware that
the Corporation Conm ssion Staff has specifically asked
the Line Siting Commttee to get into this area and ask
what mtigation neasures would be appropriate for the
guestions that they have raised. | think that's the
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first time that's been done.

So in order to create that record, | think we
need to understand from you or another w tness what their
guestions are, what they nmean, and what the proposed
resolution or mtigation neasures would be. And I know
you just gave us a |lot of information, none of which I
understand. And |I'm not ashanmed to admt that.

MR. DESMARAI'S: You shouldn't be, not based on
this topic.

CHWN. CHENAL: This is what |'ve been asked to
do, and | just need to have you explain the letter,
basically, and --

MR, DESMARAIS: Sure.

CHWN. CHENAL: -- what these nean.

MR. DESMARAIS: Well, let's start with the
mtigation nmeasures first because that's the easiest.

So, again, as we get ready to build the
project, we're going to hire an engineering firmto do
detail ed engi neering for us on the project, and one of
the requirenents is we have to neet everything that's
laid out in the interconnection agreenent.

So at that tinme, we'll select an inverter. And
in this whole world of solar energy, it's really sinple
except for the inverters are the nost interesting piece.
They're a conputer-controll ed piece of equipnment. They
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convert it, as we tal ked about earlier, from DC power to
AC power .

So we'll select the particular inverters.
They're always different than the ones we applied wth.
' ve never done an interconnection on either side of the
tabl e where the equi pmrent you applied with six years ago
was what got built because the technol ogy changes that
fast.

So we'll go -- we'll do an engineering study.
W'l select the inverters. W'IlIl know the exact
el ectrical characteristics of the transforner that's
rai sing that voltage from 34. 5000 volts to 500,000 volts.
We'll know the panels. W'IIl know all the details. And
then we'll do a study.

And as is laid out -- they actually say what
the options are there, right? W can either add nore
inverters and the inverters can provide that extra
reacti ve power, or we can add capacitor banks, which are
just storage devices that can inject voltage when needed
to prop back up the grid.

CHMN. CHENAL: You said "reactive power."

MR. DESMARAI S:  Yeah.

CHWN. CHENAL: These are all terms that are
very famliar to you but not necessarily to ne, so ...

MR. DESMARAIS: | don't nean to be glib, but if
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you Google it and you go look, it's pretty funny. And
one of the common explanations is reactive power is the
foamon the beer. |t takes up space in the glass, but
it's necessary.

So there needs to be -- our project has to be
able to react to the conditions on the grid. So, for
I nstance, Arizona Public Service could tell us, we want
you to control the project --

(Cel | phone rings.)

CHWN. CHENAL: That was a phone reacting to
your definition of reactive power.

MR. DESMARAIS: Again, | don't nean to be glib,
but this is the hardest thing for nost people to
under stand, including nyself, about reactive power.

CHWN. CHENAL: The beer analogy is perfect. |
get it precisely.

MR. DESMARAI S: Yeah. (ood.

Anot her one that actually works very well, it's
i ke a wheel barrow. If you have a wheel barrow full of
dirt, you don't just walk up and shove it. You have to
lift it up first. There needs to be an angl e between the
vol tage and the current so that the power will flow

So, anyway, APS could give us a voltage control
setpoint. They'd say, we want you to control to a
certain voltage at the point of interconnection. And if
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sonet hing was going on in the grid, there was a big
increase in |load, the voltage would start to decrease,
and then we woul d be asked to inject reactive power or
VARs, Volts-Anps Reactive, into the grid to prop it back
up. And the Federal Government, as docunented in our

I nterconnection agreenent, tells us that we have to be
able to basically inject 5 percent additional to prop it
up or to absorb 5 percent to lower the voltage if it was
t oo hi gh.

So that's the idea. It's not uncommon that we
get a study result back that says you didn't pass, and
it's always the exact sanme. You just need to address it
before you're allowed to conme online. So through sone
conbi nation of either extra inverters, both for our
phot ovol taic plant and the PV plant; or for the battery
storage; or for the addition of these cap banks, which is
like you inject this little jolt of voltage to prop up
the grid or absorb voltage to lower it. These infanous
VARSs.

CHWN. CHENAL: That's very helpful. So let ne
go through a few nore because you' re very good at
explaining it.

MR. DESMARAI S: Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: And | do appreciate it.

And I'"'mreading frompage 2 of the letter, the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021

second to last full paragraph. And it's up on the
screen, but it's hard to read because the print is so
smal |

It says: However, sone deficiencies were
identified regarding the power factor performance. A
m ni rum of plus or mnus 99.1 Megavolt-Anpere Reactive
capability (MVAR) at the high side of the generator
substation is required to neet the plus or mnus 0.95
power factor requirenent.

Can you expl ain what that neans?

MR. DESMARAIS: Sure. So like I was saying
before, that we have to be able to go 5 percent higher or
5 percent lower. That would be 1.05, or it's also said
plus or mnus .95. So that's, again, the range that
every generator has to be able to deliver in at the point

that we connect to the grid.

And then the 99.1, they're just quantifying how

much capability they think we're deficient or we have to
have to do that.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

And then it says: Wen the solar photovoltaic
portion of the project is generating, the project is 17.8
MWAR short .

So that's basically saying it needs additional
reactive power in order to supplenent when it's
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necessary?

MR. DESMARAIS: Correct. So, again, the PV
pl ant can operate separate fromthe storage, so they both
have their own result.

CHWN. CHENAL: And so this storage could be
mtigated by the foll ow ng nmeasures.

It says: Install a m ninmmof 17.8 MWAR of
shunt capacitors in addition to the planned 4 MWAR

Can you translate that?

MR. DESMARAIS: So when we submitted our
application, we said we -- we just neke sort of a shot at
what we think will work. And so we had said 4. So
they're saying, actually, we would have to install 17.8.
And that's probably the nost |ikely way that we woul d
resolve this, is just by installing nore capacitors.

CHWN. CHENAL: The second is: Instal
addi ti onal solar PV inverters.

And that, again, is to convert the power from
AC to DC?

MR. DESMARAI'S: Yeah. So you just have nore
i nverters than you need to just provide when you're at 1.
1 is when there's no foamon the beer, the glass is ful
of beer. That's the easiest and when we get paid the
nost. But we could install nore inverters. And then
i nstead of those inverters creating beer, they're
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creating foam

CHW. CHENAL: | love it. That's just the
perfect anal ogy for ne.

MR. DESMARAIS: | tell you, if you go Google
it, that's what you'll find all over the place. There's
pi ctures and di agrans and everything using foamon the
beer.

CHWN. CHENAL: The third is: Provide reactive
power fromthe Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) when
the solar PV is generating.

" munderstanding this better now, but if you
coul d descri be that.

MR, DESMARAIS: Sure.

So the nost likely way that this all operates
is in the mddl e of the day when the sun is shining, the
PV is generating and putting power into the grid, but the
battery storage is just sitting there. So you could use
sone of the capacity in the inverters for the battery
storage that are just sitting there to inject that
reactive power.

CHWN. CHENAL: And the last one is: Reduce the
pl anned net active power from 300 negawatts to 287
nmegawatts.

MR DESMARAIS: So if we just stuck with the
anmount of capacitor banks we were proposing to install
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we woul d have to | ower the output of the project to 287
to neet the reactive power requirenents. But Marina is
going to want nme to deliver 300 because that's what she's
going to get paid for, so we'll probably not take that
opti on.

CHW. CHENAL: So at least for this portion of
the questioning fromthe Staff, you indicated that the
probabl e solution to the first issue they raise is to
add -- install a m ninmmof 17.8 MAR of shunt capacitors
in addition to the planned 47

MR. DESMARAIS: Correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right.

Now, let's go through to the second question
and the series of possible solutions, which I think wll
be a | ot easier to understand.

So it says: Wen the BESS, which is the
battery energy storage system is discharging, the
project is 23.9 MVAR short of neeting the power factor
requirenent. So nore foanf

MR, DESMARAI'S: Correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: And then it also gives a series
of mtigation solutions.

Again, install additional shunt capacitors.
Now, these shunt capacitors are different than the other
ones? 1Is that -- what's the connection between the two?
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MR. DESMARAIS: | think they're just treating
this alnost |like two separate power plants. The reality
is we probably have one commopn set of shunt reactors that
serve both, but that will be resolved in the fina
detai | ed engi neering.

CHW. CHENAL: So if you were going to adopt
the two solutions for additional shunt capacitors, would
you be adding the two nunbers together, the 17.8 plus the
4, plus the 23.9 plus the 4?

MR. DESMARAI'S: Yes. But just renenber that's
based on the equi pnment that we submtted in 2016. So it
wll be with whatever is the equipnent that we are
choosi ng when we're -- right before we build the project.
So the map won't be exactly the sanme, but the outcone is
the sane. W'l still be able to neet that plus or m nus
.95 at the point that we connect to the grid under all
si tuations.

CHWN. CHENAL: And are these shunt
capacitors -- I'mtrying to understand. It sounds |ike
the Staff has asked this: It's making it sound |ike
there's two different facilities, one for battery and the
ot her at another |ocation. But are they all the sane or
are they actually different?

MR. DESMARAIS: They are the sane. They'll all
be in that sanme fence and that sanme switchyard that we've
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shown up there on the drawi ngs. The sane substati on.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ri ght.

MR. DESMARAIS: [It's just the way they nodel
it. They nodel it |like two separate projects because
t hey obvi ously nodel ed the PV generating in the m ddle of
the afternoon, and they probably nodeled the batteries at
a different time of the day when it's nore |ikely that
they're injecting into the grid. Like in the evening as
the sun's going down and then everybody's honme and their
air condition's jacked up, then the batteries are
injecting it into the grid.

CHWN. CHENAL: Are these shunt capacitors -- so
there's battery storage and then there's the solar PV.

Is it -- if you use the nunbers here, if these are the
accurate nunmbers -- | know it can change when you devel op
it. Are we tal king about 17 plus 247?

MR. DESMARAIS: Yes, sir.

CHWN. CHENAL: 17 PV, 24 for the battery --

MR. DESMARAI S:  Yeah.

CHWN. CHENAL: -- for BESS?

MR. DESMARAIS: Correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. And they have additional
solutions for the battery storage portion of it,
addi ti onal shunt capacitors.

The second is additional BESS converters.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021

That's the sane, that converting the DC to AC?

MR. DESMARAIS: Exactly. The solutions are the
same for both the PV and for the BESS. It's either you
add nore inverters or you add capacitor banks or you
borrow fromthe other side of the project. The BESS
borrows fromthe PV or the PV borrows fromthe BESS,

I nverter capacity.

CHWN. CHENAL: And in both situations, you
believe the nost likely solution is to add additional
shunt capacitors?

MR. DESMARAI'S: That's what's been recently.

It all depends on what econom cs are at the tinme and
what's avail able and things like that, so ...

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That pronpts ne to ask this
guestion: \What are the econonm cs for the shunt
capacitors, the anount you're tal king about that you have
to put in? How nuch is it going to cost?

MR. DESMARAIS: | would be speculating quite a
bit, but | would say sonewhere around $500,000. | nean,
that's sort of the order of magnitude.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Just another question. This is
very hel pful.
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So the question to us is Staff recomrends the
Line Siting Commttee seek clarification fromthe
applicant on the mtigation neasures it plans to pursue
to alleviate the power factor shortages.

| think I understand up to that point, and then
it's the next clause that | oses ne: At the high side of
t he generator substation.

MR. DESMARAIS: Yeah. | was using a little bit
of term nology, | said a couple tines, at the point of
i nterconnection. So, again, it's not just so we neet the
requi renent sonewhere back in, because we | ose that as we
go through our lines and get closer to where we connect
to APS.

So the point is not that we neet it sonewhere
el se at the 34.5 voltage | ow side of our transfornmer. We
have to neet it at the point that we connect to Del aney,
which, in their terms, was -- so | forgot already what
termthey use, but, anyway, we have to neet it where we
connect to the grid.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yeah. All right. That's very
hel pful .

MEMBER HAMAMY: M. Chair man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes. Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: So when you saw the letter from
t he Corporation Comm ssion, was any of that a surprise?
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MR, DESMARAI'S: No.

MEMBER HAMAMY: Ckay. And so this Corp Comm
was working off a 2016 study by APS that determ ned that?

MR. DESMARAI S:  Yeah.

M5. HAMMY: And so now we're five years later?

MR. DESMARAI S:  Yeah.

MEMBER HAMAMY: So why woul d they spend so much
time working with old data from 2016 only to tell you
sonet hing you al ready know?

MR. DESMARAIS: The process is just set up that
way, right, that these things often take a long tine to
work their way through. And that's why we do an initial
set of studies.

And the thing that doesn't change is how many
nmegawatts. It's still a 300-negawatt project. And so
we're capped -- if Marina said, | want 310, |I'd say, No,
we've got to start over. That's the thing that's really
the nost inportant. And we can't do nore than 300
nmegawatts w thout starting -- comng back in the queue
agai n.

So these are nore the engineering details. And
all of these rules are basically based off of Federal
Ener gy Regul atory Conm ssion has a general process on how
you do this, and that's what these are based off of.

So everybody recogni zes, like, |'ve probably
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been involved in 100 of these, again, fromboth sides of
the table. It's never the sane equi pnent by the tinme you
build it.

MEMBER HAMMY: Ri ght.

MR. DESMARAIS: The stuff really changes.
Which is good for everybody, because the prices just keep
com ng down. So as we get closer to the end, we'll do
this final study, it will again be approved by APS and
people like that to show that we're neeting all of these
requirenents in this interconnection agreenent that's
execut ed.

MEMBER HAMAMY: | guess |I'mjust surprised they
spent so nuch effort on sonething you al ready knew t he
answer s.

MR. DESMARAI S: Yeah. Again, the negawatt part
Is the nost inportant, and so they make sure that that's
all covered, and then this stuff just changes. But the
process recognizes that. | nmean, it's the sane across
the United States.

MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Sone of these things are
going to be approximations, so | presune that after the
thing gets built, if APSis just not satisfied that
you're neeting the requirenents, you can add nore devices
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to the systemto mtigate that; aml right?

MR. DESMARAI'S: For sure. So we have a
contract and interconnection with Arizona Public Servi ce.
And if we are not neeting the requirenments of that, they
can declare us in default of our interconnection
agreenent, and we typically have X days to fix it. So --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. They could actually
shut you down, just say you can't --

MR. DESMARAIS: That's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: -- interconnect there.

MR. DESMARAI'S: That's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's the protection we

have.
MR, DESMARAI S:  For sure.
CHWN. CHENAL: How long is that
I nterconnection -- what's the termof the interconnection

agreenent ?

MR. DESMARAIS: |'d have to | ook for sure.
think it's 40 years.

CHWN. CHENAL: Has it already been entered into
wi th APS?

MR. DESMARAI'S: Yeah, but it -- it has been
entered into, yes, in 2019.

CHWN. CHENAL: And then it anticipates the
project will be devel oped in accordance with the
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requi renents of the interconnection agreenent?
MR. DESMARAIS: Yeah. It has to be, yeah.
CHWN. CHENAL: And are the matters that were
rai sed by the Corporation Conm ssion Staff, are they
addressed in any way in the interconnection agreenent?
MR. DESMARAIS: Yeah. There's two separate --
there's a paragraph specifically that says we have to

neet those requirenents, and then there's an appendi x

also to the interconnection agreenent. |It's actually
a-- it's FERC Order 827. So FERC Order 827 is attached
as -- | made a note sonmewhere.

Anyway, it's specifically called two places in
the interconnection agreenent. OCh, sorry. Appendix Gis
FERC Order 827. And then also there's section 9.6 of the
I nterconnection agreenent, which is called Reactive
Power. It won't mention foamon the beer anywhere in
t here, though.

CHWN. CHENAL: That's all right. You' ve
changed ny life with that anal ogy.

MR. HAENI CHEN: You're a better man.

CHWN. CHENAL: And I'mgoing to study reactive
power tonight is what |1'mgoing to do.

MR. DESMARAIS: Good. Well, if you're |ooking
for a job, then let ne know.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. |I|I'mgoing to ask Menber
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Haeni chen if he has any additional questions regarding
the matters that were -- that we were asked to question
and get into fromthe Corporation Conmm ssion Staff.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: No, because | think the | ast
part of this discussion where we tal ked about the details
of the interconnection agreenent and where the
responsibility is fully on this applicant to neet. And
if they don't, they're just going to get shut down. So
that could be a huge expense to them

MR, DESMARAI'S: For sure.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So -- and | assune they have
very good technical people that understand how to
mtigate these things. |'msatisfied.

CHWN. CHENAL: All right. Thank you.

MR. DESMARAI'S: You're wel cone.

MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Q BY MR MOYES: And | know, M. Desnarais,
you' ve gone into great detail, but | wanted to clarify
here in the closing of your testinony for the record your
responses to the foll ow ng questions:

I n your professional opinion as director of
transm ssion and i nterconnection, wll the proposed
i nterconnection arrangenents for this RE Papago Gen-tie
Proj ect, when conpleted and i npl enented, conply with all
appl i cabl e regul atory and i ndustry-governi ng standards
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for safety, reliability, and good utility practice?

A Yes, they wll.
Q Do you anticipate that this interconnection
wi || have any adverse effect on the Arizona electric

transm ssi on systenf

A No, | do not.
Q And, again, in your professional opinion, do
you believe that this interconnection will -- and the

RE Papago Solar facility itself will help neet the
state's and the region's need for an economi cal, reliable
supply of clean renewabl e power?
A Yes, it will.
Q Thank you, M. Desnarais.
Is there anything el se, any other details that
you' d wish to add to your testinony, that would be
hel pful or beneficial to the Committee?
A No, there aren't.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairnman.
CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, M. Ginnell.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: Back to the recommendati ons
by Staff, I'mlooking at No. (d), the letter (d), Reduce
t he pl anned net active power from 300 to 287 negawatts.

Is this going to change any of the

applicant's -- on our decision one way or the other, is
this going to affect us? | nean, they're saying reduce
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it, but they're -- are we going to be affected by this
recommendation, is the real question, M. Chairman?

CHWN. CHENAL: [I'mgoing to let M. Desmarais
answer that, Menber Ginnell, but | think no.

No. 1, the solar plant is not wthin our
jurisdiction. So whether it's 300 or 287 really is not
W thin our jurisdiction.

But, No. 2, | think M. Desmarais said that
Ms. Solonmon is going to insist that this be a
300- negawatt project and that he's going to have to
figure out other mitigation nmeasures other than
subsection (d), which would be to reduce the negawatts,
but 1'lIl et M. Desnmarais respond.

MR. DESMARAI'S: Yeah, that's correct. Wile
that is a possible solution, that's not very likely that
that's one we'll pick. But, ultimately, it makes no
di fference on the scope of what we're review ng here.
It's still the exact sane transmssion |ine. There's
just a little |less power flow ng through it.

CHWN. CHENAL: Does that answer your question,
M. -- Menber Ginnell?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Yes, sir.

MR. DESMARAIS: And | guess | just would add
one thing: So, you know, the nunbers that we went
t hrough about how much was added and the options, option
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that was not a surprise because that was all in our
System I npact Study. So all of those nunbers were just a
cut - and- paste of the inpact study we received in 2017
from Ari zona Public Service.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Thi s di scussion points out
to me, at |least, the unwi seness of the fact that this
Commi ttee doesn't have sonething to say about power
generation |like solar because, the fact is, solar nekes
DC electricity, and that causes these reactive power
problens. And if we had sonething to say about it, we
could inject objections based on that.

However, mtigating that, in nmy mnd, at |east,
is the fact that a conpany like this applicant is going
to spend hundreds of mllions of dollars building this
solar field. Ei ther they're very stupid with the use of
their nmoney, which | don't think they are, or they're
going to do -- put the systens in place to mtigate this
right fromday one. And it won't be perfect, but, again,
that was basically my earlier question: WII they tweak
this to make this work?

MR. DESMARAIS: [|'mnot sure it's appropriate,
but could I respectfully disagree with you about --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Sure.
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MR. DESMARAIS: So VAR problens exist. |
started ny career building nuclear power plants, as we
said, 40 years ago. VAR problens existed back then,
right?

When you have a -- when a big engine -- if you
had a foundry here or a mne and a rock crasher starts up
and a big notor starts up, that sucks VARs out of the
system

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yeah.

MR. DESMARAIS: So way prior to any invention
or wind or solar or things |like that connecting to the
grid, there's always been an issue with VARsS on an
el ectric grid. Then there's just differences on how the
different technol ogi es make up for those VARs. But
there's al ready been VAR consuners and VAR creators in
the grid long before renewabl es were connected to the
grid.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. But that VARs problem
you're tal king about is on the user end with the | arge
notor starting up, right?

MR. DESMARAIS: Well, the electric utility
still has to make sure that the grid has the appropriate
amount. And you can see in their tariffs, through things
i ke demand charges and VAR charges, that they already --
| suspect if you | ooked at, |ike, the big punping

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021 114

stations on the --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Ch, yeah

MR. DESMARAIS: -- on the canals here, those
kind of things consune a ot of VARsS. So the utility has
a tariff or that will charge those people that are
consum ng VARs for consum ng those VARs.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: But the very experience
you're tal king about of the utilities dealing with this
over decades is still going to be in play, and that's a
good t hi ng.

MR. DESMARAIS: For sure. For the grid to be
reliable, we have to nake sure that we're watchi ng VARs
and keeping the grid in bal ance.

CHWN. CHENAL: VARs, again, is what? |Is it
VARs or BARs?

MR. DESMARAIS: V-A-R-s. Volt-Anmps Reactive, S
just for plural.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: O reactive power,
basi cal | y.

MR. DESMARAI S: Reactive power, exactly.

CHWN. CHENAL: Any further questions, Menber
Haeni chen?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  No.

CHWN. CHENAL: | wanted to get into just a
little discussion about the battery storage aspects of
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the project. | don't think we've heard that nmuch about
it. O if we have, | didn't appreciate it at the tine,
but I'd like you to maybe just explain a little context
or background on the storage aspects of the project.

MR. DESMARAI S:  Sure.

And there's big containers full of batteries
w |l be stacked out on any of these projects. There's
all these different econom c reasons about how or why
they'Il be used, when they'll be used. And they really
all 1ook the sane.

Honestly, behind the inverters could be
batteries, could be PV, it could be wwnd farns. But to
the grid, they all |look the sane. [It's all just
ultimately AC power that neets the requirenent of the
grid.

But there will be, again, a series of battery
containers with their own inverters that will be used to
both absorb that initially all are recharged by the PV
because that's what's required to neet the investnent tax
credit. Then once the investnent tax credit is used,
then they're charged fromthe grid or fromthe PV as the
owner of the project chooses to do.

CHWN. CHENAL: Then how many negawatts of
storage wll there be for this 300-nmegawatt project?

MR. DESMARAIS: Well, right now, what's in our
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I nterconnection agreenent is it could be up to 300. But
ultimately, it depends on what happens with the project
commercial ly.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. That's 300 negawatts with
a four-hour duration, so 1200 negawatt - hours.

CHWN. CHENAL: So four hours of capacity.

Thank you.

M. Moyes.

MR. MOYES: Are there any additional questions
for M. Desmarais?

CHWN. CHENAL: | don't think so. Not at this

MR. MOYES: Thank you, M. Desnarais.

MR. DESMARAIS: You're wel conme. Thank you for
your good questi ons.

MR. MOYES: We will nove on, if the Chairnman
will allowat this time, to M. M chael Wrner.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let's take just a five-mnute
break. This is a good tine to do that. W' ve covered a
|l ot of material. Let's take a short break and resune and
go till 5.

(A recess was taken from4:09 p.m to
4:28 p.m)

CHWN. CHENAL: All right. Let's go back on the
record and resune the hearing.
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I think when we left off, M. Myes, you were
considering calling your next w tness.

MR. MOYES: Yes. We will do that.
M. Chairman, we'd like to call M chael Warner.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Warner, would you prefer an
oath or an affirmation?

MR. WARNER:  An oat h.

M CHAEL WARNER
called as a witness herein, having been first duly sworn
by the Chairman to speak the whole truth and not hi ng but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR MOYES

Q M. Warner, you should have in front of you a
copy of your prefiled testinony that was nmarked as
Exhi bit RE-23. Was that testinony prepared by you or
under your direction?

A. Yes.

Q Are there any changes that you wish to make to
your prefiled testinony at this tinme?

A. No.

Q If I were to ask you any of the questions in
that testinony here today under oath, would your answers

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021 118

be different?

A. No.

Q Thank you.

And, also, we previously identified the
application as RE-24, and Ms. Sol onpon spoke to that.
But can you describe for the Committee your role in the
preparation of the application itself.

A Yes. |I'mthe executive in charge for this
project, and so | oversaw the managenent of that project
and have been involved in preparing testinony for this
proj ect and summarizing the content that's being
portrayed in this proceeding.

Q And, M. Warner, did you also attach sone
bi ographical information to your witten testinony?

A. Yes.

Q Woul d you again please summari ze sonme of your
pr of essi onal background and hi ghlight that for us.

A Yes. |'ve been a professional planner for over
30 years. Much of ny concentration of ny professiona
background is in planning, especially transm ssion |ines
for utilities.

|'"ve presented previously to this Conmttee
seven tines. This will be ny eighth.

| have a degree in agronony from Brigham Young
University and a degree in | andscape architecture, a
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master's degree in | andscape architecture and
envi ronnental planning fromUtah State University. |I'm
the founder and president of Transcon Environnental.

Q M. Warner, can you describe for us a little
bit nmore what the particular responsibilities for
Transcon were for the RE Papago Gen-tie Project.

A Typically, we're involved in both | and pl anni ng
and environnental studies that were necessary to
accunul ate and prepare the exhibits for the CEC
appl i cation.

Q And | know, M. Warner, that you've prepared
sonme visual presentations that supplenent your witten
testinony and highlight a lot of the questions that are
included in that prefiled testinony. Are you prepared to
present that now at this time, and then we can follow up
wi th additional questions at the end?

A. Yes.

Q Pl ease proceed, then

MR. WARNER: Jason, if you could put up that
slide on the Google Earth.

I"mgoing to provide sone context a little bit
whi ch has al ready been covered, but a little bit nore.

I'"d like to go through those i mages. W saw

one of them The first three images -- go to the next
slide, please. The first three you saw the -- there.
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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That's what | want ed.

These first three depict different sinulations
of that three-pole and Hfranme structure, and we'll go
t hrough those in a mnute. And then we al so have sone
drone i nagery.

Now, as you recall fromthe maps that have
previously been prepared, this site is about 40 mles
from here, just down the highway on the other side of
Tonopah. Tonopah is separated fromthe planned sol ar
facility by a little hill called Burnt Muntain. So
Tonopah is on one side. And then you go a little bit
further west about five mles, and on the other side of
the hill is the valley where Del aney Substation is
| ocated and Sal one Road cuts through.

On the south end of the site, about 2 mles
away from Del aney Substation, is sone BLMIland. | think
it starts about a mle fromthe substation. And there's
a hill that rises up, and that's Saddl e Mountain. So
it's inthat little valley. So you're going to see that
i n some of the sinulations.

Let's go ahead and take a look at -- | don't
know that we need to see all the sinulations unless the
Committee chooses to do that. But let's |ook at the
H frame design sinulation. W saw the npnopol e
simulation. Let's |look at that real quick.
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Now, you can see that hillside over there on
the range. That's Burnt Mountain. It wll turn --

CHWN. CHENAL: VWhich direction is that,

M. Warner?

MR. WARNER: That's to the east, and this is to
the south. So that nountain that you see in the distance
there is Saddl e Mount ai n.

Now we' re | ooking to the west, and you can see
it's flat and broad.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

MR. WARNER: Ckay. Jason, after this is done
and conpleted, then let's take a | ook at the drone
I magery.

The drone i magery was shot a couple of weeks
ago, maybe a nonth ago. So this is going to be a 360
phot ograph, so you're going to see sone of the other
structures. And that's relevant to the other testinony
that we're going to have in a nonent about visual inpact.

So let's just scan around. Go a little bit
slower, Jason. | want to digest that. | want to point
out sonme things. Stop there for just a second.

Rol|l back to the left so we can get people
oriented here.

Ckay. So the photo that is depicted here, the
drone inmage is taken approxi mately where the substation
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site is.

So pan down, straight down. So you can see the
plant material and things |like that you' re accustoned to
seeing out on these | arge pl ateaus.

Now pan to the substation again. This is
| ooking to the east, and you can see Burnt Mbuntain
t here.

Now pan to the right. Keep panning to the
right. Now, notice -- stop there for a nonent. And you
can see sone of these structures that are here.

So this is the south side of the substation,
right? Site control for this -- Recurrent site control
exists all the way to the edge of this property right
here. And they don't have site control for that side or
the far side. You can see this transm ssion [ine com ng
up and then cutting across here.

There's also -- you can barely pick them out,
but there are two substations -- or, | nean, two
transm ssion |ines that parallel on the other side,

500 kV transm ssion |ines.

On the other side of this substation is State
land. We'll see that again in a mnute.

Pan around just a little bit nore. Look to the
south. Salone H ghway. You see that road right there.
That's Sal onme Hi ghway.
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Keep goi ng.

And that's Saddle Mountain right there.

Now we' re | ooking nore or |less to the west.

Keep rol ling around.

And that's the -- that pole line was the
Har quahala intertie.

Keep rolling.

Of in the distance here, you can't quite see
it, is I-10. It cuts across there sonepl ace.

All right. Let's go to the next slide. | want
to wal k through a little bit of the public outreach
pr ocess.

The public outreach process is really divided
into two conponents. The first conponent is really about
getting the power plant approved. So begi nning in 2019,
a lot of the applications and the public outreach
activities were related to a couple of activities that
wer e bei ng done.

One of those things that were bei ng done was a
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an Arendnent that needed to occur. The
conpr ehensi ve plan accounted for sone of the industrial
uses. This area was largely agricultural, |arge-acre
residentials, 1 acre in lot, and so converting that to
the long-termplan. That was done at the end of 2020.

So at the end of 2020, they got the
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Conprehensi ve Pl an Anendnent. So the outreach activities
included a | ot of information about the solar plant. And
the substation and the transmssion |ine are a very small
pi ece of those outreach activities. So you can see those
bl ended i n.

Later, the next step in that planning process
was really to get the zoning done. That's under way.

But they had sone outreach activities that were rel ated
to that as well.

Once the application was ready to get started
for this hearing, and that's been done in conbination,
then those activities went out for another round of
outreach activities, and they also had public neetings.
Public neeting were in open houses, and they invited
people to cone in. And it was a format where they woul d
just wal k up, and fol ks woul d explain the process. They
were lightly attended. | think they had maybe five or
si x peopl e attendi ng those neetings, typically.

The comments that were received as a result
those outreach activities were really -- there were
property owners that were interested in either selling
their property or they were very interested in what was
happening as a result of that.

So on the | ast page of your application,
there's a summary table that has the comments summary.
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And | think it's depicted nine people that basically had
comment ed or engaged. Sone were along in the process in
the responses there. But nost were favorable. Sone were
concerned about their land. One particular one that was
initially in opposition to the project was interested in
selling their property, and | think Recurrent negoti ated
wth them and got site control on their property as well.
So that ended up am cably.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Warner, where, again, is the

t abl e?

MR. WARNER: It's the very last page in
Exhi bit J.

CHW. CHENAL: O the application?

MR WARNER: I n the application, yes.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MR WARNER It's listed as J-5, Public
Responses.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, if | mght interrupt
briefly, it mght be a good tinme for us to -- and | don't

know if we can do it, Jason, without too nuch difficulty.
The table that M. Warner is describing was al so
submtted as an exhibit for this hearing under Tab RE-18.

Q BY VR MOYES: M. Warner, does this tab --
this table represent the sane table that you were
describing in the application?
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A The table in this exhibit is actually the one
that summari zes the sequence of the outreach activities.
And so it's an inportant docunent to tell when those
t hi ngs happened and where they occurred and who was
noti fied.

The table | was referring to is actually what
t hose nine people said, so they're tw different
exhibits. But |I'mglad you pointed that out. This goes
t hrough and expl ains the various steps and outreach
activities and why they were perforned.

Q I"msorry for junping the gun and tal ki ng about
the wong table.

Let's go back to RE-24.

A. Yes.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairnman.

CHWMN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairman, M. Warner, did
you say the zoning has not been granted yet?

MR WARNER: That's correct. [It's in play.

MEMBER NOLAND: Well, what does that nean?
Where are you in it?

MR. WARNER: The application has been provi ded.
Staff is supporting the change. It just hasn't gone
t hrough the process yet. |It's going to happen in the
next six weeks, probably.
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MEMBER NCOLAND: So you're going froma rural to
an industrial use; is that correct?

MR. WARNER: That's correct. And then it has
an overlay district on it as well as a planned unit
devel opnment. So there's an overlay district that allows
the -- it's an industrial use with an industrial overl ay.

MEMBER NCOLAND: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER HAMAMAY: |s that granted through
Mari copa County Board of Supervisors?

MR. WARNER:  Yes.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah, | would just say the
Mari copa County BOS sign-off is probably two to three
nont hs away.

MR. WARNER: Now, the applications that --
well, let me get into that.

So let me go through and just -- again, for
cont extual purposes, the area is flat in this particular
area. You saw that in the sinulation. And Interstate 10
Is approximately 10 mles to the north. There are no
nearby residents. And this is a collection point for
many transm ssion lines that conme through the area.

In regard to the alternatives, there are two
alternatives for this project, and they're depicted on
the right-hand-side screen. You can see one that's got
an angle and one that goes straight. One has four poles;
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one has three. Both go into the sanme bay that APS has
decided for the applicant to go into. The substation
site of 13 acres is close, as close as it can reasonably
be.

I'"d like to step through the CEC application
and sone of the ingredients that are there.

Land ownership is private. On the right-hand
screen, you're going to see the light blue area that's
depicted. That's all State |lands. And the
mustard-colored land is the traditional BLM and you can
see the topography there where Burnt Mountain is. So on
the east and on the south, you' ve got the State | ands.

The applicant has al nost 3,000 acres under site
control, and they basically have site control for the
east and -- or, | mean, on the west and on the north.

The existing land in this -- Conmttee Menber
Nol and, this is the zoning, RU 43 Rural Zoning District,
l-acre unit. And then the future zoning is the
I ndustrial 2 with that industrial planned unit
devel opnent .

Alot of utilities in here in terns of the
private use. You can see this map -- again, you saw this
earlier, the one that's depicted on your right. The
col ors coul d have been better chosen. This is BLM down
here, but this nustard-col ored up here, this brighter
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nmust ard- col ored, is the Recurrent Energy properties that
they have. And the Del aney Substation is depicted there
in that |ight blue shadow col or.

Qur summary and conclusions for land use is
it's conpatible with the existing infrastructure and
setting. This area seens to be clearly acconmopdati ng
transm ssion lines, and future transm ssion |ines seens
to be what they want to use it for. |It's conpatible with
the General Plan as approved now and the future | and
uses. Local permtting for the transm ssion |lines and
related facilities have received no public or agency
opposi ti on.

The one itemthat's different for their
devel opnent plan is they're requesting a variance from
their existing -- nodification fromthe standards for
their devel opnent plan to allow a higher structure. The
code requires a 124-, 125-foot, and they're taking that
to 140 just because of the size of the 500 kV lines.
This is sonmething that's been granted in the past and
hasn't received any opposition from Staff in ternms of
whet her it's going to be approved, but it's a detai
that's in the docunentation that we've provided to you.
And it's a slight deviation of what they've got in their
code, but Staff supports that approach.

Bi ol ogi cal resources. Let's walk through that.
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This is rural and primarily undevel oped. dd history had
this area as being under agriculture at sone point, but
it's basically creosote fields now and has returned to
desert. It's part of the Lower Col orado Subdi vi sion, the
sonoran desert scrub, and there's no water on it.

We' ve conducted surveys for the area. There
are two species of interest. One is the desert tortoise.
That's a candi date speci es under the Endangered Species
Act. And another one is the borrowng ow, which is
protected under the Mgratory Bird Treaty Act.

We know t hat the solar plant has burrowi ng ow s
on it. But on the surveys for this area, they don't have
any. And there is an exhibit that was just --
correspondence that we just received from Ari zona Gane
and Fish that clarified their expectations as to howto
treat those two particul ar speci es.

And | think we've got an exhibit on that, don't

MR. MOYES: Yes. Can we pull up on the screen
Exhi bit RE-18, please.

MR. WARNER. As he's bringing that up, the
clarification letter was intended to just -- there's sone
correspondence there between Brian and our staff and
State Lands to -- or, | nean, Fish & Gane to determ ne
their nmethod of performance of preconstruction surveys.
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And so this letter depicts what their
expectations are, both for protecting species and
perform ng those surveys to nake sure that we're neeting
their expectations.

The upshot is that they're expecting the
substation and transm ssion |line to be conpatible with
their standards for bird strikes and also that they avoid
i npacting the desert tortoise. This isn't very good
habitat for the desert tortoise. They usually go to the
hills. So there's not very many down in this area and
there was no evidence of sone on site, but they did find
one down in the valley closer to one of the hills. And
SO we're expecting that's a possibility.

And preconstruction surveys are really al so
enbedded in this conversation as how are they going to be
done. And there was a clarification about whether we can
do both of the surveys at the sane tine. It was agreed
that that was fine. But there's no problemwth neeting
these conditions that they've expl ai ned.

There are really no expectations to encounter
or influence the Endangered Species Act -- or endangered
species. There's no critical habitat. It's a pretty
straightforward site. No corridors that run through the
ar ea.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairnman.
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CHMN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: Are there any gas |ines,
natural gas lines, in the area?

MR. WARNER:  No.

MEMBER NOLAND: Thank you.

MR. WARNER: Ckay. Moving on to visua
resources.

Ckay. There are no managenent areas for visua
resources in the area. The County doesn't have visua
resource nmanagenent framework there. The BLMIland is
distant. It would be hard for themto see the |lines, and
t hey have managenent -- visual resource nmanagenent

criteria for their nountain, but this is a |long ways

away .
A big part of the evaluation here was visual

i npacts fromroads, |ike Sal ome Road. You saw the

condition of Salonme Road. |It's basically a dirt road out

there. That's where the -- and Indian School Road, which
Is depicted -- I"'mgoing to point it out on this map here
on the right.

VWhoops. Sorry, | think I'm pressing the green
button that tells me I"'mhitting the laser, and it's the
green button that says go.

This is Indian School Road here, and then these
are the | ocations where we've got visual sinulations and
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al ong I ndi an School Road.

There are no hone out here, as | already
menti oned, so there wasn't really a reason to do anything
froma -- location froma hone setting, so the visual
simul ations are there.

As | pointed out in the drone imgery, you can
see transm ssion lines that are there already in the
substation. So when perform ng the visual study for this
area, we concentrated on what is the contrast val ue
because the use was basically for utility in this area
primarily. And now we needed to determ ne whether there
was going to be a high contrast. And as you can i nagi ne,
it was either weak or noderate for any of the
si mul ati ons.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chair man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: So do you use gal vani zed stee
or do you do -- use the rusted steel |ike TEP uses, or
what does Recurrent Energy use?

MR. WARNER: Thank you, Chairnman, Comm ssioner.

MEMBER HAMMY: | got two pronotions in one.

MR. WARNER Committee Menber.

VMEMBER HAMMY:  Menber.

MR. WARNER: Menber -- thank you.

MEMBER HAMMY: Hamway. There you go.
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MR. WARNER: There you go.

Gal vani zed st eel .

MEMBER HAMMY:  Par don?

MR. WARNER  Gal vani zed steel .

MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

MR. WARNER: And the reason for that in this
particular setting is you don't have sonme of those
val ues, that patina that you got on sone of the other
hills down in Kingman, where that brown was really

prom nent. So gal vani zed steel is a common use for this

ar ea.
MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.
MR WARNER: So that's what's being proposed.
Ckay. Cultural resources.
Q BY MR MOYES: M. Warner.
A. Yes.
Q Bef ore you nove away fromthe visuals, could

you briefly describe for the Commttee Menbers -- |
nmentioned it in our opening statenment. The placemat that
they have in front of them has sone visual depictions.
Coul d you describe in a little nore detail what those

visual sinulations on the left of the front show for

t hem
A Sure.
And | think there are sone larger -- there are
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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sone larger ones in their application itself under --
under Exhibit G So they're a little bit larger formt
that will allow you to sort of thunb through them

But as you can see, the substation -- or, |
mean, the towers thenselves, with the other
infrastructure either in the foreground al ong Sal one Road
or fromany of those |ocations, is really -- it's
difficult to tell that there is really a nodification
And that's, | guess, characteristic of the weak contrast
val ue that you woul d expect.

We chose areas to do the key observation points
from pl aces where people were actually going to be
traveling. The other condition that contributes to that
| ow value is that they' re probably driving. They're not
wal ki ng around out there. So their views are fleeting.
So it's going to be a |l ow contrast al nost any way that
you slice it.

Thanks for bringing those up, Jason.

So what you see on the screen there are the
simulations with little red arrows pointing out of the
t oners.

Let's go back to the PowerPoint presentation,
Jason, where we left off. Cultural resources is where |
think we were going to go. You can go to the concl usions
slide. That's fine.
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So under the cultural resources, there's really
a nice summary, if you're interested in Tonopah history,
in the application. It will be some good reading for
this evening for you.

The Cultural Resource Study , as it relates to
things on site, the area, as | nentioned before, was
previously under agriculture. And so it was disrupted,
and we couldn't find any evidence of anything on site,
and it's not likely that there would be anyway. There's
not water around here or any reasons why there would be a
| ot of historic or cultural resource informtion.

We did a Cass | survey and confirned that
previous sites and surveys didn't have any sites that
were eligible or in that vicinity or that we would be
I mpacti ng.

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Warner, could you just
remnd nme and renmind the Commttee the difference between
a Cass | and a Cass Ill cultural study.

MR. WARNER:  Sure.

Class | survey really goes back and | ooks at
all previous sites and surveys that were done, and they
pul | those together. There are sone recent ones that
were done here for the Ten West Link Corridor that cane
into the substation, and it included our study area. It
wasn't formally published yet, so you don't see it on the
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maps, but it covered the area and basically didn't have
any sites on it.

Now, when they did their study -- when you
actually conplete a Cass Ill study, that neans you send
archeol ogi sts, and they wal k al ong and they do transects,
and then they record stuff. That goes into a database,
and that's the database that you exam ne when you're
doing a Cass | study. You just |ook at everything that
was al ready done and see whether you've got to survey
anything. So that's what was done in our case.

CHWN. CHENAL: \Where is this information held?
Is there sone central repository?

MR. WARNER: There is. And you can get it in
different repositories. So the BLM holds one repository,
and the State holds that portion of that repository as
well. So you want to be able to get it from you know,
what ever jurisdiction has got managenent responsibility
for that data. But in sone cases, like in the Forest
Service, they mght not share all of their information
wth the State, and so you want to get it from both
pl aces.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MR. WARNER:  Uh- huh.

So we're not expecting to see any sites. There
were no sites in previous studies, and we're not
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expecting any cultural resource inpacts on this site.

Recreation. Saddle nountain is approximately 2
mles to the south. There are no recreation anenities or
corridors or trails crossing the site, so no inpacts to
recreation.

Noi se and interference with comuni cati ons
signals. There aren't any towers, at least within a
mle. And | think in our |ast hearing, we exam ned the
di stance that the towers would create interference.
There's nothing even close to those distances. So we're
not expecting any radi o or broadcasting interference at
al | .

Let me wal k through the newspaper ads. | think
t hese were touched on already, so I'mgoing to do this
very quickly. This is just a summary of those in
newspaper ad, and it contains information there.

The postcards. You can see there, there's the
total nunber of people that received the postcard in
response to the hearings.

This is a map depicting those | ocations that
was al ready di scussed in the exhibit.

The | atest postcards were mailed in May 27th,
and as was already testified, we didn't receive any
responses fromthose.

In conclusion, | think in terns of the
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exhibits, we conducted the prerequisite and robust
exam nation of the site and perfornmed the public

i nvol venent to the degree that was appropriate,
especially under the circunstances for this site.

The project appears to be conpatible in every
respect for both alternative substations. There doesn't
seemto be any material difference between either of
those two alternatives.

And | think the applicant is requesting a
500-foot corridor for the three or four transm ssion |ine
t owers.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Coul d you go back to that
| ast picture that was on the screen.

MR. WARNER:  Maybe.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Why woul d you even propose
the one on the right? They're so close together and,
obviously, it's got a turning structure and one nore
total structure. Wiy did they even propose that? Just
to have an alternative?

MR. WARNER: |'m probably not the best one to
ask.

M5. SOLOMON:  Yeah, | can junp in here. This
I's Marina Sol onon agai n.
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So the straight configuration is definitely our
base case and preferred route. But project substations,
it is inportant for themto be on very |level ground, and
we haven't done detailed soil testing in the area. So
when we're finalizing and getting prepared for
construction, there's the possibility that we coul d need
to put the substation in a different |ocation. W just
wanted to give ourselves that flexibility.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: To give you sonme nore
flexibility.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. But | think it's pretty
i kely we would be going with a |linear configuration.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairman, we're not
approving both of them are we, both of the alternatives?

M5. SOLOMON: |'mnot sure how that works
exactly.

CHWN. CHENAL: That's what | was thinking. |
mean, normally, we don't.

M5. SOLOMON:  Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: W approve one alternative or
the other, or we approve a general corridor, if you will,
where it would be |located. So | guess that raises a
questi on because you want your flexibility. | think we
can appreciate that. Maybe we have to give a little
t hought to, if we approve a CEC, what area we approve it
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for.

How nmuch -- Menber Nol and, please junp in,
but -- okay.

How do we describe those two areas for the
proposed substation? | can't renmenber. Do you just have

maps, M. Moyes, or actually do you have a | ega
description? | don't renmenber. [It's one or the other.

MR MOYES: |In the application, | don't know
that we have a full netes and bounds | egal description
for each one.

CHWN. CHENAL: So it's just a map?

MR WARNER: | think we prepared a | egal
description for just the preferred alternative.

CHWN. CHENAL: Just the preferred alternative?

MR. WARNER:  Uh- huh.

M5. SOLOMON: But both are located within the
same | and parcel

CHWN. CHENAL: Right, but -- yes.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chair man.

CHMN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: Is it Ms. or Ms. Sol onon?

M5. SOLOMON: Ms. Sol onon.

MEMBER NOLAND: Ms. Thank you

You're wong. It's M.

How many acres do you think are involved in the
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substation on the left-hand side of the screen?

M5. SOLOMON: This is depicting an area of 13
acres.

MEMBER NOLAND: And how many on the right-hand
si de?

M5. SOLOMON:  So |I'mtal king about the yell ow
box, and it's 13 acres for both those areas.

MEMBER NOLAND: Why don't you neke it 26 acres
so that you have the flexibility to locate it? | know
that woul d maybe foul up the transm ssion line, but
really not that nuch.

| don't know why we couldn't do bot h,

M. Chairman. | can't renenber in 12 years where we've
done that. | thought before, we've just done a |arger
area for the substation so that they had the flexibility
to locate it based on the terrain

MS. SOLOVON:  Uh- huh.

MEMBER NOLAND: But the only thing I'm
wondering about is the |ocation of the connection.

CHW. CHENAL: And if | can junp in, the
east-west portion of the transmssion line is the sane in
both the proposed --

M5. SCLOMON:  Yeah.

CHW. CHENAL: -- the preferred and the
alternate. So it's just a little bit of the dog |eg
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there on the alternative.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairman, this differs from
the other one that we denied to have when they requested
two lines. This differs fromthat because it is using
the exact same location within the substation that APS
has granted them

The other one that we denied, they actually
wanted two options, one coming fromthe north and one
com ng from another direction, and that's what we deni ed.
They're not really asking for this here. They're not
asking for two separate |ocations.

What ny concern in the other case was, was the
| ack of opportunity for conpetition. |If we granted two
openi ngs, then that would give thema head start. And
that's not what they're asking here. This is a different
application, obviously, but it's a different question.

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah. |It's just a different
| ocation within our project site, but it would be
termnating in the exact sanme |location wth the Del aney
Subst ati on.

MEMBER HAMMY: And that's different. W
turned one down a few nonths ago because they wanted two
entry points, two separate entry points, and we didn't
give themthat.

M5. SOLOMON:  Ckay.
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CHMN. CHENAL: Menber Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: |t would appear to ne that a
fairly sinple solution to that would be to nake the
corridor wide enough that it could enconpass either of
those routes and then perhaps what Menber Nol and stated
and then the parcel for the substation |arge enough that
gives themflexibility to go either direction. And
W t hout giving themtwo entrances going into the
substation, it would probably accombdate what they're
trying to do.

CHWN. CHENAL: And, Menber Palnmer, | was
thinking the sane thing. Just as an alternative, if we
use -- I'Il call it the Nol and-Pal mer solution. |It's
al nost as el egant as the foamon-the-beer solution.
That's the best of all tine.

But if we created a corridor or what have you
for the placenent of the substation which woul d conbine
the two | ocations which are depicted up there and we
call ed out a corridor that started, you know, to the
north and cane to the south and then went east and we
approve that as a corridor, the applicant woul d have the
flexibility to use all or a portion of the corridor for
the transm ssion line and could have the entire area to
pl ace the substation. And then we'd still have a
specific area for where the |line would have to go, the
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transm ssion line. It couldn't be put anywhere within
those 26 acres, but it would be a defined area.

But if they ended up with their proposed, they
woul dn't need that portion of the corridor, the
north-south portion. They just wouldn't need it, but it
would still be there if they needed it because of the
t opogr aphy.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chair man.

CHMN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: We have done this before with
substati ons where we took |ike a 40-acre parcel that they
descri bed because they weren't sure where they were going
to be able to place it. So | think the Nol and- Pal ner
solution is really a good way to go and gi ves you the
nost flexibility.

And seeing as how -- | nean, we've gone up to
3,000 feet on a corridor before. You just have to | ook
at where the boundaries are of one line as conpared to
the other and the substation and see if you can get it
wthin that type of a corridor.

CHWN. CHENAL: Now, | also think, though,
that -- and please correct ne if I'"'mwong. | do think
we need to be rather specific with the corridor for the
transmssion line itself. This is a highly congested
area. And we're going to hear from M. G abel and
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El | wood nore tonmorrow, and I think their concern is that
t hey know where this approved line is going to be. It's
not just anywhere within the 26 acres or however many
acres it is for the substation to be | ocated, but the
transmssion line itself will be a known area within a
defined corridor. To ne, | think that's inportant.

MEMBER PALMER:. M. Chairman, if | mght, the
point that it enters the substation is pretty well
defined at this point. How it gets to that point maybe
needs a little flexibility, and | think that would give
not only the applicant, but Ms. G abel's group, sone
certainty as to what options they have goi ng forward.

CHWN. CHENAL: Well, we're going to hear from
Ms. Grabel and her client tonorrow.

And this is just for discussion, but |I think we
have approved in the past not a proposed alternative, but
a particular specific corridor. And | think this -- what
we' ve been di scussing, the Nol and-Pal ner sol ution, I
think m ght accommopdate that.

Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Maybe we could just ask the
appl i cant and Ms. Grabel's group tonight to draw up
sonething that personifies this discussion we just had,
and then that would help us as a franmework for tonorrow.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chairman, and al so Menber
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Noland and | will be negotiating tonight to see whet her
it's Nol and- Pal mer or Pal mer - Nol and.

CHWN. CHENAL: Well, that's a procedural issue
within nmy jurisdiction, and |'ve already ruled on that,
Menber Palnmer. |If you want to call it the Pal ner-Nol and
solution, you go tell Menber Noland and see how t hat
wor ks for you.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairnman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes. Menber Giinnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: My only question is, are we
encroachi ng or inpeding on any other personal or private
property issues as long as there's no -- where there
m ght be a concern that's -- when you' re tal king about
expandi ng an area, you also have to nmake sure we don't
encroach on sonebody el se's personal property w thout
t heir approval.

M5. SOLOMON: The area we are considering is
all within our project site control, and any area that we
woul d be including would be within our site.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Grinnell, did you hear
t he answer?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Yes. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

MR MOYES: M. Chairman, if | my --

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, M. Moyes.
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MR. MOYES: Just to clarify for the record, a
guestion for Ms. Solonmobn: |Is it fair to say that
RE Papago, the applicant's intent all along in proposing
these two alternatives in the application was to reach
the conclusion that the Nol and-Pal ner sol ution provides
in terns of a designated route for the gen-tie into
Del aney but the flexibility to accommopdate either/or of
the two alternatives that were proposed in the
application?

M5. SOLOMON: That sounds accurate.

MR. MOYES: So you were not requesting two
separate connections or two separate certificated areas;
rather, one large corridor, as we've described it, wth
the flexibility to potentially do either of those?

M5. SOLOMON: Yeah, that's right.

MR. MOYES: Ckay.

CHWMN. CHENAL: Well, then ny question for
M. Warner is, do you have a | egal description that
covers both potential substation sites and a specified
500-foot corridor for the transm ssion |ine?

MR. WARNER: We can get one pronptly.

CHWN. CHENAL: That's what | thought.

Okay. That's good.

Now, any further questions on that?

(No response.)
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CHWN. CHENAL: | don't think we should close
M. Warner's testinony tonight, but it's 5:15 and | think
we should have a little break before the 5:30 public
cooment. | don't know if there will be anyone that
appears or not, but this m ght be a good place just to
stop. That way, if there's any additional testinony of
M. Warner tonorrow, we can have it tonorrow and get him
back to describe the | egal description and what the
attachnments mght look like to a CEC

But with that in mnd, any further questions
right now of M. Warner?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: M. Myes, Ms. G abel, we'll

pick it up tonmorrow at 9: 30.

And, Ms. Grabel, you'll have a w tness?
M5. GRABEL: | will, M. Chairman. Thank you.
And just for clarification, | know that

M . Haeni chen suggested that nmy client could put together
sone draw ngs or specifications. |[|'mnot sure that
that's necessarily appropriate for us to do so if it's
their CEC. Do you understand?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Well, | was just thinking of
havi ng sonet hing for tal king points for us.

M5. GRABEL: Yes. So | wll be prepared with a
W tness to el aborate nore on what we were tal ki ng about
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earlier.

CHWN. CHENAL: Any sense of how | ong this m ght
take in the norning? Do you know how nuch further you
have? M. Myes and then Ms. G abel.

MR. MOYES: We only have a few cl osing
gquestions for M. Warner in terns of our prepared
W t nesses.

The discussion with regards to El |l wood and
easenents | guess is anyone's guess in terns of how that
plays out in the norning and how |l ong their w tness may
t ake.

CHWN. CHENAL: [|'Il ask Ms. Grabel the sane
guesti on.

M5. GRABEL: So, | nean, just by way of
context, we agreed to forbear testinony in this case
because we t hought we had agreed to | anguage and a
condition that gave Ellwod some confort that they would
have an easenent on that route just north of the Thonas
Road al i gnnent .

We heard sone testinony today that caused us a
little bit of concern because there was testinony about a
route that was viable for ny client that didn't involve
an easenent, which struck us as odd, and al so sone that
we disagreed with. And so | think having a technical
w tness kind of give the project description fromtheir
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perspective and kind of reaffirmwhat we believe that
condition was intended to represent would be appropriate.

| don't think it's going to take hours.
think it's, you know, an hour tops.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. So it |ooks Iike
we'll finish in the norning, and then we can begin
del i berations after lunch. [|'mnot holding anyone to
that. If it takes longer, it takes longer. And everyone
knows nmy preference. |If we get into the afternoon and --
you know, some length into the afternoon, 1'Ill probably
recomrend that we start the deliberations Wdnesday
nmorning. But this tine it |ooks kind of like we'll be
able to start the deliberations in the afternoon right
after lunch, and |I think that's appropriate to do it at
that tine.

MEMBER PALMER: \What tine do we convene? |Is it
9: 00 or 9:30? You said 9:30, but I thought | had seen
9:00. | just want to nake sure | show up on tine.

CHW. CHENAL: |I'mgoing to | ook at a docunent
that says what it is, the Notice of Hearing.

MR MOYES: 9:30 a.m

CHWN. CHENAL: Is it? GCkay.

Al'l right. So anything else we should talk
about, the Commttee, before we adjourn for the eveni ng?

Anyt hing, M. Myes or Ms. G abel ?
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MR MOYES: | don't believe so.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay.

M5. GRABEL: Just a reminder, | nentioned
earlier, Chairman, that | do have to | eave at 4:00
tonorrow for a prior engagenent. So, to the extent we

could negotiate the condition, if there is any

negotiation prior to then, | would appreciate that.
CHWN. CHENAL: Sure. We'll -- if we start

deli berations -- excuse ne. |If we start our

deli berations right after lunch, we'll be finished by

4: 00.

MS5. GRABEL: Thank you.
CHWN. CHENAL: All right. So let's adjourn,

and we'll wait for the 5:30 public comment. W'l
adjourn, and then we'll reconvene tonorrow at 9: 30.
Thanks.

(A recess was taken from5:20 p.m to
5:42 p.m)

CHWN. CHENAL: Good evening, everyone. This is
the time set for the public coment portion of this
hear i ng.

And ny understanding is we have two people, the
fire chief fromthe neighboring fire district, as well as
someone on the Zoom So if we can start with the fire
chi ef.
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Sir, if you would get up and give us your name
and position. And we're interested in hearing your
comment with respect to the project, and then we'll go to
the gentl eman who's on the Zoom and then we'll see if
there's anyone el se.

So thank you for com ng and providing your
comment this evening.

CH EF MCMENEMY: Thank you, Board Chairman and
Board. Thank you for allow ng us to be here.

My nanme is Jeff McMeneny. |I'mfire chief of
the Harquahala Valley Fire District, which is |ocated
right in that main area of the proposed project.

I|'d |like to express our extrene support of the
project. W follow everything out there very closely,
being a very rural kind of inpoverished town, a |ot of
agriculture out there, so we're always | ooking at new
ways to benefit the comunity.

We see this project being not only an econom c
stinmulus by the jobs it would create out there, but also
the gateway to other devel opnent projects down the road,
whet her they're, you know, infrastructure or better
roads, those kind of things, storage for gas. The
potential goes on and on.

But the biggest thing we | ook for out there is
community -- holistic community involvenment. And | can

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021 154

say fromthe very beginning, fromthe very first sign
that went up out there, the Papago project has been
calling us all the tinme, emailing us to nake sure

what ever we need community rel ated, whether it's the food
drives, the toy drives for the children out there, our
bar becues, anything that has to do with the conmunity,
they' ve been very involved. And they've been very
attentive and very supportive of our projects.

And I'm al so a nenber of the board -- board
nmenber for the Harguahal a Benefits Foundation out there.
And they deal with a |lot of inpoverished kids in the
comunity out there. And I'd also Ilike, on their behalf,
to extend the backing of their project and the thank you
for their support that they've given to the Benefits
Foundat i on.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, Fire Chief. Thank
you very nmuch. W appreciate it.

Next, we have a gentleman. |f you would
provi de your nanme and just a basic contact information,
i ke an emai| address or sonething or phone, so that if
| ater we need to get in contact with you regarding this
project to give notice, we can do so.

So we'll hear fromyou, your name, contact
information, and thank you for taking the tine to appear
toni ght and provi de comrent.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
www. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 189 VOLUME | 06/ 21/ 2021 155

MR. TURNER: No probl em

My nane is Chad Turner. |'mthe superintendent
of Arlington Elenmentary School. You can reach ne at
chadt @rli ngtonk8.org. M phone nunber is 623-764-2382.

I'"d like to say thank you for the opportunity
to coment on this inportant project. Like I said, |
serve as the principal and superintendent of the
Arlington Elenentary School District. |'ve been enployed
with the school district for 25 years now. The school is
| ocated nearby and the project is within our school
di strict.

l'"d like to express ny support for this
project. The area has seen significant devel opnent of
energy projects over the years, including gas-fired
generation, transm ssion, infrastructure, solar plants.
And I'd Iike to say that the solar plants and the
devel opnent of the solar plants have been very benefici al
to our district. One is the tax inpact they have that
supports the school, and they're very environnentally
friendly.

This project is suitable for this size -- or
for this area. The size and scope of this project is, in
my opinion, very suitable for this area. |[|f Recurrent is
successful in building this project, | encourage themto
get involved with the school and the community, and I
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| ook forward to them being a part of the community in the
future

| urge the Committee to approve Recurrent's
appl i cation. Thank you for your support.

CHWN. CHENAL: All right. Thank you very nmuch
for your coment, sir.

I's there anyone el se who would |ike to provide
public comment to our Commttee either appearing by Zoom
or in person in our hearing roonf

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: | don't see anyone in our
hearing roomthat would fit that description, and | don't
see anyone el se online.

Jason, can you confirmthat, please?

MR. MOELLER: | don't see anyone online either
fromthe list of people | have here. W' re good.

CHWN. CHENAL: Al right. Wll, it |ooks |ike

that's it. W did start a few mnutes after 5:30, and

it's now approximately ten till 6.
So we'll close the public coment portion of
the hearing, and we'll see everyone tonorrow at 9:30 and

resume the hearing.
Thank you.

(The hearing recessed at 5:48 p.m)
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STATE OF ARl ZONA
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of
the parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical

obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and ACIA
7-206(J)(1)(g)(1) and (2). Dated at Phoenix, Arizona,
this 28th day of June, 2021.

WM Jitivan_

CAROLYN T. SULLI VAN, RPR
Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50528

| CERTIFY that COASH & COASH, INC., has conplied
th the ethical obligations set forth in ACIA
206(J) (1) (g) (1) through (6).

S TGk

COASH & COASH, | NC.
Arizona Registered Firm
No. R1036
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